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Week Ending Friday, April 10, 1992 


Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Reform of Congress 


April 4, 1992 


American democracy was launched from 
great ideas which grew out of great debate. 
Our Founding Fathers believed in the fun- 
damentals: faith, family, and freedom. And 
they were determined to build prosperity. 
More than 200 years later, by holding firmly 
to our principles, America has changed the 
world. 

Henry Luce called the 20th century the 
American Century. If we are to ensure that 
the next century is also the American cen- 
tury, we must meet five great challenges: 
education reform, legal reform, health care 
reform, international competitiveness and 
market expansion, and Governmental re- 
form. 

The latest unemployment figures were re- 
leased Friday. They held steady at 7.3 per- 
cent. But unemployment is still too high. Too 
many Americans are out of work. To get this 
economy rolling again, faster and stronger, 
Congress should have passed our economic 
action plan. But they reverted to form, tried 
to raise taxes and increase Government 
spending. We can no longer afford this kind 
of business as usual. We need to reform Con- 
gress. And that is my focus today. 

G.K. Chesterton said, “We cannot discuss 
reform without reference to form.” In the 
face of overwhelming evidence that change 
is necessary, Congress has kept reform on 
the back burner. It is up to us to turn up 
the heat. If we are to improve education, 
health care, our legal system, if we are to 
reduce redtape and regulation, if we are to 
make our country competitive and get this 
horrendous deficit down, we must reform the 
congressional process itself. 

It is true that one-party rule in Congress 
is a big part of the problem. But the larger 
issue is a systemic problem: the 284 congres- 
sional committees and subcommittees, the 


almost 40,000 legislative branch employees 
and staff, the $2.5 billion of taxpayer financ- 
ing overlaid with $117 million reelection war 
chest and special interest campaign con- 
tributions for incumbents. Such a system 
cannot promote reform and change; instead, 
it aggressively protects the status quo. 

I know that the Federal Government can- 
not be run just like IBM or the local con- 
venience store. But Government today is a 
$1.5 trillion enterprise, and programs that 
have outlived their function have not outlived 
their funding. We can and we must improve 
Government’s responsiveness. What merely 
hampered us in the past will gridlock us in 
the future. Our ability to compete demands 
that Congress enact the reforms I have pro- 
posed. The set of actions I have proposed, 
when taken together, will help make Govern- 
ment respond to the people; Government for 
the people, as our founders envisioned. 

First, Congress should govern itself by the 
laws it imposes on everyone else. No more 
special treatment. 

Second, Congress should reform its oper- 
ations and procedures. 

Third, we must make sweeping campaign 
finance reforms. 

Fourth, we need to change how Congress 
spends the people’s money. 

Fifth, we must revise and eliminate Gov- 
ernment regulations that impede our ability 
to compete, and we must accelerate regula- 
tions that enhance our competitive edge. 

Sixth, we must limit congressional terms. 
The cycle of virtually guaranteed reelection 
through the built-in advantages of incum- 
bency must be broken. 

And finally, the Congress of the future 
should be a citizen Congress, not a career 
Congress. 

These reforms, taken together, can renew 
our faith in Government, restore the prin- 
ciples of our founders, and help guarantee 
for children a new American century. 
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The choice is clear: On the one side stand 
the defenders of the status quo; on the other, 
the forces of change. And now that we've 
changed the world, we must make the choice 
to change America. 

Thank you, and may God bless the United 
States of America. 


Note: This address was recorded at 8:04 a.m. 
on April 3 in the Oval Office at the White 
House for broadcast after 9 a.m. on April 4. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this address. 


Executive Order 12798—Waiver 
Under the Trade Act of 1974 With 
Respect to Armenia 


April 6, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 
402(c)(2) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amend- 
ed (“Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2432(c)(2)), which con- 
tinues to apply to Armenia pursuant to sec- 
tion 402(d) of the Act, and having made the 
report to the Congress required by section 
402(c)(2) of the Act, I hereby waive the appli- 
cation of sections 402(a) and 402(b) of the 
Act with respect to Armenia. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 6, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:06 a.m., April 7, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on April 8. 


Statement on the Death of Stan Scott 
April 6, 1992 


Stan Scott was a close, personal friend. 
Barbara and I will miss him greatly. He was 
a man who dedicated his life to service of 
family, country, and the betterment of his 
fellow man. 
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Stan was universally admired. He was 
equally at home in the worlds of government, 
business, sports, and education. He used his 
friendships to improve the quality of life of 
all Americans. In particular, his lifelong com- 
mitment to the United Negro College Fund 
helped improve education for generations of 
Afro-American men and women. 

Those who knew Stan felt a part of his 
extended family. To his wife Bettye and three 
children, Stan, Susan, and Kenneth, I send 
my deepest condolences and prayers. 


Statement on the Death of Samuel 
M. Walton 


April 6, 1992 


Barbara and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of our friend Sam Walton. It was my 
honor and privilege to award Sam with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom just a month 
ago. Sam Walton was an American original 
who embodied the entrepreneurial spirit and 
epitomized the American dream. His com- 
mitment to family and selfless giving to oth- 
ers is an example to us all. Sam Walton will 
be greatly missed, and our prayers and sin- 
cere condolences go out to his wife Helen, 
the other members of the Walton family, and 
the entire Wal-Mart community. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Smith on the Peruvian Government 
Crisis 


April 6, 1992 


The President was very disappointed to 
learn of the action taken by President 
Fujimori in suspending the Peruvian Con- 
stitution and dissolving the Congress and the 
judiciary. This is a regrettable step backwards 
for the cause of democracy in the hemi- 
sphere. We will be consulting with other 
countries in the hemisphere and are cur- 
rently reviewing our assistance programs to 
Peru. We urge a rapid return to con- 
stitutional rule. 
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Appointment of Cecile B. Kremer as 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
and Director of the Office of Public 
Liaison 

April 6, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Cecile B. Kremer as De uty 
Assistant to the President and Director of the 
Office of Public Liaison. 

Since January 1989, Ms. Kremer has been 
Assistant to the Vice President and Director 
of the Office of Scheduling. In April of 1991, 
she assumed the additional duties of Director 
of the Office of Public Liaison. Prior to this, 
Ms. Kremer was director of scheduling and 
advance for Vice President-Elect Quayle and 
from August to November 1988, served as 
the Bush-Quayle ’88 deputy tour director for 
Senator Quayle. From 1985 to 1988, Ms. 
Kremer served as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Public Liaison at the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury. From 1981 until 1985, she 
was a Staff Assistant to President Reagan, 
serving as an Advance Representative in the 
Office of Presidential Advance. 

Ms. Kremer is a graduate of the University 
of Maryland. She is married to Gene Golden- 
berg, has one son, Joshua, and resides in 
Chevy Chase, MD. 


Appointment of Bobbie Greene 
ilberg as Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Director of the Office 

of Intergovernmental Affairs 


April 6, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Bobbie Greene Kilberg as Dep- 
uty Assistant to the President and Director 
of the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs at 
the White House. 

Since January 1989, Mrs. Kilberg has 
served as Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison. In 1988, Mrs. Kilberg 
served as special projects coordinator for the 
Bush campaign at the Republican National 
Convention. In 1987, she was the Republican 
State senate candidate for the 32d District 
of Virginia. From 1982 to 1983, Mrs. Kilberg 
was general counsel and vice president of the 
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Roosevelt Center for American Policy Stud- 
ies. She also served as Associate Counsel to 
President Ford, 1975-77; and as vice presi- 
dent for academic affairs at Mount Vernon 
College, 1973-75. Mrs. Kilberg was an asso- 
ciate in the Washington, DC, law firm of Ar- 
nold & Porter, 1971-73. Upon graduation 
from law school in 1969, she was selected 
as a White House Fellow and served on the 
White House Domestic Council policy staff 
in that capacity from 1969 to 1971. 

Mrs. Kilberg received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in political science from Vassar Col- 
lege (magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa), 
a Master of Arts degree in public affairs and 
government from Columbia University (Uni- 
versity Fellow), and a law degree from Yale 
University. She resides in McLean, VA, with 
her husband, Bill and their five children. 


Remarks at the Presentation 
Ceremony for the National Teacher 
of the Year Award 


April 7, 1992 


Thank you, Lamar, and welcome, every- 
body, to the Rose Garden. In addition to our 
outstanding Secretary Lamar Alexander, we 
have with us Gordon Ambach of the Council 
of Chief State School Officers; Superintend- 
ent Schiller and Michael Emlaw from Michi- 
gan; the kids here from Jefferson Junior High 
and St. Rita’s School; and of course, the folks 
that I just had the pleasure of meeting in 
the Oval Office, Tom, Diane, and Malcolm 
Fleming and Diane’s mother, Josephine 
Rosinski. Why don’t you all just stand up so 
they can officially welcome you. Thank you. 

Well, we’re all here today to salute and 
thank the thousands of outstanding men and 
women who educate this Nation’s children. 
There’s no calling greater than a teacher's 
because there is nothing more precious than 
what they touch: the minds of our youth. 

The Talmud says teachers are our protec- 
tors and that’s true. By teaching our kids 
what we've learned and by teaching them to 
dream, teachers protect the treasures of our 
past and the promise of our future. 

Today I want to share a story about a De- 
troit kid brought up by his grandparents, 
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Gordon and Carrie Bell Starks. He struggled 
in school, was labeled a slow learner, and 
when he dropped out of high school, he 
couldn’t read or write or spell. He didn’t 
think that mattered, but one day it did. His 
faith became tremendously important to him. 
And he wanted to read the Bible, but he 
couldn’t, didn’t know how. From that mo- 
ment, he thought about what it would really 
mean to take pool of his life. And that mo- 
ment changed his life. And 5 years later, after 
he dropped out, he enrolled in night school 
to learn how to read his Bible and earn his 
high school diploma. He went on to Bible 
college while working as a minister to kids 
like himself in northwest Detroit. And here 
he found he had the power to touch and to 
change lives. 

He decided to become a teacher and 
worked with forgotten kids at a State institu- 
tion for juvenile offenders. And there’s an 
old saying, “Whoever would be a teacher of 
men, let him begin by teaching himself be- 
fore teaching others, and let him set an exam- 
ple before teaching by word.” And that’s ex- 
actly what the young man of this story did. 
And we’re here today to honor him as the 
1992 Teacher of the Year, Thomas Fleming. 

He’s a hero, a man of great strength, of 
courage and great heart. And for the last 20 
years, as lead teacher in the Washtenaw 
County Juvenile Detention Program, he’s 
—_— history, government, and also geog- 
raphy to kids in the 12 to 16 age bracket. 
But he teaches much, much more. 

To kids who’ve had hope drained out of 
them by a vicious cycle of at neglect, fail- 
ure, drugs, crime, he gives life training. And 
here’s what he says to them, “Knowledge is 
power. The more you know, the more you're 
worth.” In these throwaway kids he installs 
pride. 

Tom doesn’t want the moon for his kids; 
he wants something more important, a fu- 
ture. And in his classroom it will be a future 
forged out of new personal responsibility, en- 
thusiasm, and learning, and yes, hope. 

Some of his kids have gone on to respected 
civic and religious positions. One even rebuilt 
Tom’s original youth club as a ministry of 
his own. And one of his kids, “Saturday Night 
Live” comedian, A. Whitney Brown, is here 
with us today. Whitney, please stand up, and 
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welcome. And I’m glad you didn’t bring 
Dana Carvey. [Laughter] 

No, but this guy spoke for many of Tom’s 
kids when, more than 20 years after being 
taught in his classroom, he dedicated his 
book, “The Big Picture,” to Tom and to his 
colleague Anne Klein, who is also here today. 
And he called them “two teachers who made 
a difference.” 

Well, I have a feeling this crystal apple 
over here isn’t as important to Tom as his 
other rewards: seeing the first spark of light 
in a kid’s eye or even just having a kid who 
never before had been able to read ask him 
for a book from the public library. But the 
apple does symbolize the respect with which 
Tom’s country views him. And the apple re- 
minds us of Tom’s message: Education is im- 
portant because every life can be redeemed, 
every life counts. 

Whether you’re concerned about the big 
issues that shape our world or about the val- 
ues close to home, education is a fun- 
damental part of the three precious legacies 
Americans take to heart: strong families, 
good jobs, a world at peace. Every day on 
the most intense and personal level, Tom 
Fleming sees the heart of the problems we 
face: the breakdown of families, the loss of 
traditional values, the lure of crime and sub- 
stance abuse, the dead end of unemploy- 
ment, and hopelessness. 

But he knows that good teachers will help 
us find a solution. For with every student 
you teach, you shape a future and you touch 
a lifetime. But teachers cannot exist in iso- 
lation. Our tremendous respect for them and 
our utter conviction that education is the key 
to our country’s future led us to develop 
America 2000, a revolutionary blueprint for 
educational reform. It will lead us to achieve 
our six national education goals, adopted, as 
you may remember, more than 2 years ago 
in an extraordinary nonpartisan Federal- 
State partnership by the Nation’s Governors 
and by this administration. And let me re- 
mind you just briefly of these six goals which 
will propel this Nation forward into excel- 
lence. 

By the year 2000 our children will start 
school ready to learn. America’s students will 
achieve at least a 90-percent high school 
graduation rate. They will demonstrate com- 
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petence in five core subjects measured 
against world-class standards. And by the 
year 2000 our children will be the first in 
science and math. Our adults will be literate 
and able to compete in the work force. And 
sixth, finally, our schools will be safe, dis- 
ciplined, and drug-free. 

We'll achieve these goals by advancing 
four transforming ideas at the heart of Amer- 
ica 2000: 

First, flexibility for teachers and principals, 
freedom from the web of Federal regulations 
that impose a one-size-fits-all solution to our 
schools; 

Second, a generation of new American 
schools. Teachers are critical to this exciting 
break-the-mold experiment in what edu- 
cation can be; 

Third, world-class standards and voluntary 
national exams. Again, teachers are leading 
the way in defining standards, creating cur- 
riculum frameworks, developing exams to 
help us raise our sights and measure our per- 
formance; 

And fourth and finally, parental choice of 
schools: public, private, religious. 

Now, our plan is innovative. It is exciting. 
It is uniting this country. And it will work. 
Changing our schools is too important to wait 
or to waste a generation. And that’s why edu- 
cation is one of the five urgent reform chal- 
lenges that I’ve been talking about. We know 
we've got to be competitive in a changing 
world. We can’t go on sending our ry 
into the working world undereducated and 
ill-equipped and expect the business commu- 
nity to spend billions teaching new workers 
what they should have learned in school. Sta- 
tus quo schools simply will not carry us into 
the next century. 

We set our goals for the year 2000 because 
we know our economic health, our economic 
survival depend on how we educate ourselves 
to face the challenges a new century will 
bring. Tom and the thousands of men and 
women like him will help us meet those chal- 
lenges. 

Teachers know that real excellence de- 
mands commitment from everyone in every 
community as we work to create commu- 
nities where learning can happen. It de- 
mands that talented men and women give 
time to become tutors and mentors. It de- 
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mands that businesses, churches and syna- 
gogues, and civic groups join together to sup- 
port local schools. It demands that every citi- 
zen help his community develop a plan of 
action based on America 2000 and help the 
Nation reach these national education goals. 
Together, we literally will reinvent the Amer- 
ican school community by community, neigh- 
borhood by neighborhood, all across this 
country. And at the heart of this shining new 
school will be, as always, the teacher. 

Last week at the Oscars, George Lucas, 
filmmaker, might have captured it best when 
he thanked the teachers of his childhood. 
And he said, “All of us are teachers, teachers 
with very loud voices. But we will never 
match the power of the teacher who is able 
to whisper in a student's ear.” 

And so, Tom, on behalf of all Americans 
who have had the rare and priceless privilege 
of having a fine teacher whisper in t ear, 
congratulations. You teach the one lesson 
that matters the most. There’s no distinction 
between who you are and what you do. 
You’ve woven the values of your life into your 
work. And thank you, sir. And may God bless 
you. 

And now I have something special for you. 
This apple is the traditional symbol of teach- 
ing, and crystal represents the clarity of vision 
and commitment that the great teachers pos- 
sess. And so, on behalf of a grateful Nation, 
an admiring Nation, with great pride in you, 
sir, congratulations. 

Now, may I hand you this apple? 


Note: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Robert Schiller, su- 
perintendent of public instruction for the 
Michigan Department of Education, and Mi- 
chael O. Emlaw, superintendent of 
Washtenaw Intermediate School District, 
MI. 


Remarks to the American Business 
Conference 


April 7, 1992 


Thank you, Jim, very, very much. Thank 
you all, and I’m just delighted to be back 
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with you. And Jim Jones, thank you, sir, for 
the introduction, for your leadership not just 
of this wonderful organization but of the ex- 
change and for everything else you do for 
this economy. 

Some people think I’ve been traveling a 
little too much so today, as an example of 
my new policy, no trips further than one 
block away from the White House. [Laugh- 
ter] 

It is a pleasure to be with you. I’m de- 
lighted to have been accompanied by Bar- 
bara Franklin, who many of you saw coming 
in, I think, our new Secretary of Commerce, 
in whom I have great confidence: Barbara. 
And she and I both agree that she has large 
shoes to fill over there at Commerce with 
one of your originators, one of your founders, 
my dear, close Friend, Bob Mosbacher, sitting 


in the back, back here. What a job he did 
for his country as Secretary. 

But let me just say it is always a pleasure 
to speak with the members of the ABC, the 
American Business Conference because it’s 
a pleasure to speak with the best, people that 


get things done. And I'd like to talk to you 
today about the future, the future of our 
country generally, and more particularly, the 
future of our country’s business environment. 
In fact, we cannot separate the two. The 
America of the 21st century—Jim talked 
about some of the aspects of this, what ABC’s 
about, its ability to make peace in the world, 
but to foster strong families, to create re- 
warding jobs—will be shaped today, in large 
part, by how hospitable we make America 
for business. 

We can learn from your achievement. The 
key to the success of any high-growth com- 
pany is the wise deployment of resources. 
The successful company channels labor and 
investment into those areas with the potential 
for the greatest expansion, for the highest re- 
turn. And you take the risk; you reap the re- 
ward; everyone, meanwhile, benefits from 
the wealth you create. And that, in brief, is 
the genius of entrepreneurial capitalism, a 
system that has America the envy of 
the world. 

For 200 years our prosperity has sprung 
from our ability to innovate, to create, to 
change as the world changes. But America’s 
world leadership is not automatic; it’s not a 
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birthright. We must continue to earn it day 
by day, quarter by quarter, year by year. And 
the world now is changing at a pace that no 
one could have dreamed of just a generation 
ago. And America, which has led the world’s 
transformation, simply must change with it. 

Over the last several years, deadweights 
have begun to slow the engine of growth, 
inefficiencies a competitive economy simply 
cannot tolerate. And today I want to discuss 
five areas of reform, five critical ways in 
which America must change if we are to con- 
tinue to lead the world. You understand the 
urgency, for each of these problems presents 
itself to American companies not as an ab- 
straction but in the most immediate way, as 
a cost of doing business, a cost you can’t con- 
trol, an expenditure with no possible return. 

When our legal system becomes incapable 
of resolving disputes in a timely and civil 
manner, business loses the incentive to inno- 
vate and take risks. Secondly, when health 
care costs escalate, business picks up much 
of the tab. When Government imposes bar- 
riers to trade, business pays the price in op- 
portunities lost. When our children leave 
school without rudimentary skills, business 
bears the burden in lowered productivity. 
And when Government freezes in gridlock, 
business can no longer plan rationally for the 
future. 

Let me begin with the crying need to re- 
form our country’s civil justice system. Every 
American has heard stories of bizarre or friv- 
olous lawsuits. But most of you have lived 
with them, tales that could have been torn 
from the pages of Kafka. Consider one exam- 
ple related by one of your members, Roger 
Coleman, president of Rykoff-Sexton, a food 
manufacturer and distributor. 

After record earnings in 1989, Mr. Cole- 
man publicly expressed his confidence that 
1990 would be even better. And when earn- 
ings fell short, his hopeful statement became 
the cause of a shareholder class-action law- 
suit. First, in a meeting with plaintiffs’ con- 
tingency-fee lawyers, at which the merits of 
the case were never even discussed, the 
issue, says Mr. Coleman, was “the depths of 
our pockets.” And next came the nightmare 
of discovery, endlessly expensive and 
invasive. The company’s managers, instead of 
managing, spent their time preparing for 
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depositions. The lawsuit, he says, “brought 
everything to a stop.” In the end, rather than 
permit the total exhaustion of company re- 
sources, Mr. Coleman decided to settle. And 
the tab for this exercise in futility, $8.7 mil- 
lion. And as he says, “That’s over $8.7 million 
that was diverted from new investments in 
jobs and facilities.” 

The scenario is repeated daily throughout 
American business. And it is not repeated, 
let me stress, among our world competitors. 
Only the United States has seen the number 
of lawyers double over a 20-year period. And 
only the United States spends more than $80 
billion annually in direct litigation costs, per- 
haps four times that in indirect costs. Accord- 
ing to a recent survey, 40 percent of compa- 
nies that had been the target of product li- 
ability suits have discontinued certain types 
of product research. 

We must remove this ball and chain from 
our ability to produce, our ability to compete 
worldwide. And my Competitiveness Coun- 
cil, led by the Vice President, has offered 
50 recommendations for legal reform. They 
would limit discovery to reasonable propor- 
tions, discourage some frivolous suits through 
a “loser pay” rule, and offer alternative 
means of resolving disputes. 

This broad legal reform will not be easy. 
Just look at the fight that we’ve had on prod- 
uct liability reform. We introduced a reform 
bill in 1990 and again in 1991. And the Sen- 
ate opposition, the majority in the Senate re- 
fused to bring it to a vote. And in the House 
it’s stuck in two committees. The special in- 
terests are lining up against legal ph and 
we could certainly use your help in moving 
it forward. We must reform the legal system 
of this country. 

If we are successful, the effects will be far- 
reaching, extending into another area criti- 
cally in need of change. Medical malpractice 
premiums almost doubled in the second half 
of the eighties. Doctors are practicing defen- 
sive medicine, ordering an estimated $20 bil- 
lion a year in unnecessary tests and proce- 
dures to protect against frivolous lawsuits. 

The trends in health care costs are simply 
unsustainable. From less than 6 percent 30 
years ago, total health care expenditures are 
today about 13 percent of GDP. Some mid- 
range estimates put that figure at 30 percent 
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by the year 2030. That’s 30 cents of eve 
dollar of national income spent on health 
care. Right now, according to one Federal 
study, American corporations already spend 
more on health care each year than they earn 
in aftertax profits. 

We must reform the system, but we face 
a crossroad. Some have advocated national- 
ized care; others propose the so-called “pay 
or play” approach, which I am anal is 
merely a step on the road to nationalized 
care. Neither is acceptable. Neither will pre- 
serve the quality of our country’s health care, 
which remains the best in the entire world. 
And I will not let that high quality be taken 
away from the American people through 
some scheme of Government control. 

Nationalized care means rationed care. Its 
promise of cost containment is a mirage. “Pay 
or play” would dump still more mandates on 
business. For employers, a 9-percent payroll 
tax would mean a 34-percent increase in 
health insurance costs. And that money has 
got to come from somewhere. And for a com- 
pany unable to pass along the added costs 
through higher prices, that means decreased 
investment; it means lower wages; it means 
fewer jobs. 

There is an alternative, a good one. And 
my proposed health care reform will build 
on the strengths of the existing system, pre- 
serving the quality of American care. We will 
increase consumer choice. And through 
transferable credits, we will assure access to 
basic health insurance for the uninsured and 
control costs through market incentives. And 
we will not have to raise taxes in the process, 
raise taxes on the employers. 

I’ve targeted a third area for attention, like 
the others, absolutely critical to our success 
in the coming decades. You understand that 
for America to succeed economically at home 
we must succeed economically abroad. The 
fastest growing companies among your 
group, the ones creating the greatest number 
of jobs here at home, are those with far- 
reaching involvement in foreign markets. 

I am committed to opening markets to 
American goods and services, removing the 
Government-imposed barriers that act as a 
hidden tax on American business. Each mar- 
ket shut off by protection is a lost opportunity 
to sell your products. A successful conclusion 
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to the current Uruguay round of trade nego- 
tiations, for instance, could increase world 
output by $5 trillion over the next decade. 
More than $1 trillion of that boom will go 
to the United States, creating a higher stand- 
ard of living and, yes, more jobs for Ameri- 
cans. 

And then, even closer to home, an area 
where Bob Mosbacher did so much and now 
Barbara Franklin has taken up the cause: ex- 
ports to Mexico. They have more than dou- 
bled over the last years, creating more than 
300,000 American jobs. Now, our North 
American free trade agreement, Mexico, 
Canada, and the U.S., will lock in and even 
multiply these gains, creating a $6 trillion 
market for American products in Canada, 
Mexico, and the U.S.A. 

As world trade expands, the need for a so- 
phisticated, well-educated work force will in- 
tensify. And yet the fact is grim and undeni- 
able, and Jim referred to this one in introduc- 
ing me, our current educational system is un- 
able to produce the workers the highly com- 
petitive world market demands. 

Our educational failures have hit American 
employees hard. English is now the language 
of international business, and yet only 20 per- 
cent of 17-year-olds can write a simple two- 
paragraph letter applying for a job. The situa- 
tion in geography, math, science is equally 
dire. Too many businesses are forced to pay 
twice for the education of prospective em- 
ployees, once through taxes that support our 
schools and again through job training to 
remedy the failures of those schools in edu- 
cating our young. 

Communities have begun taking matters 
into their own hands, with local businesses 
often acting as catalysts. ABC’s Vital Link, 
which works with local schools to establish 
learning incentives for students, is a perfect 
example of the community-based efforts that 
our children need. 

And still, there is much for the Govern- 
ment to do. This year seven different Federal 
agencies will spend $18 billion on a patch- 
work of 60 mandated vocational training pro- 
grams. Is it any wonder that so many Ameri- 
cans who seek training don’t know how to 
get itP Now, working with State and local 
governments, we’ve got a new program: our 
Job Training 2000 initiative we call it. And 
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that will bring coherence to these programs 
and try to offer “one-stop shopping” to aspir- 
ing workers. Job Training 2000 perfectly 
complements the revolution now taking place 
in American education as a whole. 

And through this, I hope you’ve heard of 
it, our America 2000 initiative, we will 
reinvent, literally reinvent our schools. Your 
chairman, Jim Jones, is a leader in what we 
call the New American Schools Development 
Corporation. It’s a private group created at 
my request to launch an entire generation 
of break-the-mold new American schools. 

This revolution is essential to creating a 
world-class work force. Now to do that, we 
need to set world-class standards for students 
and create a system of voluntary national 
tests to measure their progress. We've got 
to redouble our efforts to rid our schools of 
drugs and violence, to cleanse America of this 
scourge that wastes so many young lives. And 
we must make schools more accountable by 
forcing them to compete. And that means 
giving parents the opportunity to choose 
their children’s schools, public, private, or re- 
ligious. 

I am convinced that each of these major 
reforms, restoring sanity to our legal system, 
ensuring quality health care for all, expand- 
ing world trade, reinventing American edu- 
cation, is essential to this country’s productiv- 
ity. But each faces powerful opposition from 
special interests who profit from the status 
quo. And so, I’ve targeted a final reform, no 
less important than the others. If America 
is to change, our Government must change. 

And last week in Philadelphia I presented 
seven specific programs, proposals really, to 
deal with the paralysis that grips the Con- 
gress. And the results of this gridlock are dis- 
mally plain. Congress was incapable even of 
passing a short-term, stimulative economic 
growth package. But they must understand 
I am going to continue to fight for measures 
essential to economic growth, and that in- 
cludes something you know something about, 
a lot about, including a cut in the tax on cap- 
ital gains. 

And you have sitting here today a leader 
that knows something about the success of 
a capital gains cut, Jim Jones. Because if my 
memory serves me correctly, it was the 
Jones-Stieger initiative in "78 that showed 
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what can happen in the way of new invest- 
ment, entrepreneurship, when a capital gains 
tax cut was enacted. 

The American people, and I can under- 
stand this, are rightly fed up with business 
as usual, a deficit that is a fiscal and a moral 
outrage, a permanent governing class obliv- 
ious to the national interest, and hundreds 
of self-perpetuating programs that don’t even 
aid the people they were designed to help. 
Now, I refuse to believe that this is the legacy 
we'll leave our kids. But it will be if we don’t 
reform. I’m talking here about perks. I’m 
talking about the gymnasium. I’m talking 
about fundamental reform of the United 
States Congress. 

The reforms that I’ve outlined here today 
are grounded in basic principles, a way of 
looking at the world. As Jefferson said, “The 
pillars of our prosperity are the most thriving 
when left most free to individual enterprise.” 
In practice, that means Government must 
trust the wisdom of the markets more than 
the whims of the bureaucrats. The freely 
made decisions of business men and women 
must take precedence over the engineering 
schemes of Government. And all of our insti- 
tutions, from the Congress to the local school 
board, must be accountable to those that they 
serve. 

Over the last decade, America has changed 
the world. Given what’s happening out there 
in this election year, we sometimes fail to 
count our blessings. There have been fun- 
damental changes in this world, changes for 
world peace. And today we are blessed with 
those changes, and we are also blessed with 
the opportunity now to change America. 
With these principles that I’ve outlined here 
as our guide, I am absolutely convinced we 
will meet the challenges and exploit the op- 
portunities of the world that is now being 
born. 

Thank you all very much for what you do. 
And may God bless our country. Thank you 
all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:11 p.m. at 
the Willard Hotel. In his remarks, he referred 
to James R. Jones, chairman of the American 
Business Conference. 
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Executive Order 12799—Navy and 
Marine Corps Reserve Officer 
Promotions 


April 7, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code and sec- 
tion 5905(a) of title 10 of the United States 
Code, and in order to delegate authority to 
perform a certain function concerning the 
promotion of commissioned officers of the 
Naval Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve, 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The authority vested in the 
President by section 5905(a) of title 10 of 
the United States Code to remove the name 
of any commissioned officer of the Naval Re- 
serve or Marine Corps Reserve from a pro- 
motion list is delegated to the Secretary of 
Defense in cases concerning promotion to 
any grade below rear admiral (lower half) or 
brigadier general, without need for approval, 
ratification, or other action by the President. 
Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
delegate the authority vested in the President 
by section 5898(c) of title 10 of the United 
States Code to remove a name from a selec- 
tion board report. 

Sec. 2. The authority delegated to the Sec- 
retary of Defense by this order may be re- 
delegated to the Deputy Secretary of De- 
fense, any of the Assistant Secretaries of De- 
fense, or the Secretary of the Navy, who may 
further subdelegate such authority to sub- 
ordinates who are appointed to their office 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Sec. 3. With respect to the functions dele- 
gated by this order, all prior actions taken 
for or on behalf of the President that would 
have been valid if taken pursuant to this 
order are ratified. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
April 7, 1992. 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:34 a.m., April 8, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on April 9. 
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Message to the Congress on the 
Release of Funds for Peacekeeping 
Purposes in El Salvador 


April 7, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 531 of the Foreign Operations, Ex- 
port Financing, and Related Programs Ap- 
propriations Act, 1991 (Public Law 101-513), 
provides that amounts in the Demobilization 
and Transition Fund established for peace- 
yrs purposes by that Act shall be made 
available for obligation and expenditure only 
upon notification by the President to the 
Congress that the Government of El Sal- 
vador and representatives of the Farabundo 
Marti Liberation Front (FMLN) have 
reached a permanent settlement of the con- 
flict, cadeioes a final agreement on a cease- 
fire. On January 16, 1992, the Government 
of El Salvador and the FMLN signed such 
an agreement, bringing an end to the civil 
conflict. 

Consistent with section 531, I hereby pro- 
vide notification that the Government of El 
Salvador and representatives of the FMLN 
have reached a permanent settlement of the 
conflict, including a final agreement on a 
cease-fire. 

This notification allows the amounts in the 
Demobilization and Transition Fund (Fund) 
to be made available for obligation and ex- 
penditure. The Secretary of State will have 
responsibility for administering the Fund. 

It is extremely important for the United 
States to support the implementation of this 
historic peace agreement, and I look forward 
to your continued cooperation toward achiev- 
ing our mutual objectives in this endeavor. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 7, 1992. 


Message to the Congress on 
Economic Sanctions Against Haiti 
April 7, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 
1. On October 4, 1991, in Executive Order 
No. 12775, I declared a national emergency 
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to deal with the threat to the national secu- 
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the Unit- 
ed States caused by events that had occurred 
in Haiti to disrupt the legitimate exercise of 
power by the democratically elected govern- 
ment of that country (56 FR 50641). In that 
order, I ordered the immediate blocking of 
all property and interests in property of the 
Government of Haiti (including the Banque 
de la Republique d’Haiti) then or thereafter 
located in the United States or within the 
possession or control of a U.S. person, in- 
cluding its overseas branches. I also prohib- 
ited any direct or indirect payments or trans- 
fers to the de facto regime in Haiti of funds 
or other financial or investment assets or 
credits by any U.S. person or any entity orga- 
nized under the laws of Haiti and owned or 
controlled by a U.S. person. 

Subsequently, on October 28, 1991, I is- 
sued Executive Order No. 12779 adding 
trade sanctions against Haiti to the sanctions 
imposed on October 4 (56 FR 55975). Under 
this order, I prohibited exportation from the 
United States of goods, technology, and serv- 
ices, and importation into the United States 
of Haitian-origin goods and services, after 
November 5, 1991, with certain limited ex- 
ceptions. The order exempts trade in pub- 
lications and other informational materials 
from the import, export, and payment pro- 
hibitions and permits the exportation to Haiti 
of donations to relieve human suffering as 
well as commercial sales of five food com- 
modities: rice, beans, sugar, wheat flour, and 
cooking oil. In order to permit the return 
to the United States of goods being prepared 
for U.S. customers by Haiti’s substantial “‘as- 
sembly sector,” the order also permitted, 
through December 5, 1991, the importation 
into the United States of goods assembled 
or processed in Haiti that contained parts or 
materials previously exported to Haiti from 
the United States. 

2. The declaration of the national emer- 
gency on October 4, 1991, was made pursu- 
ant to the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including the International Emer- 
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701, et seq.), the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1601, et seq.), and section 301 
of title 3 of the United States Code. I re- 
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ported the emergency declaration to the 
Congress on October 4, 1991, pursuant to 
section 204(b) of the International Emer- 
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1703(b)). The additional sanctions set forth 
in my order of October 28 were imposed pur- 
suant to the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
including the statutes cited above, and imple- 
ment in the United States Resolution MRE/ 
RES. 2/91, adopted by the Ad Hoc Meeting 
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Organi- 
zation of American States (“OAS”) on Octo- 
ber 8, 1991, which called on Member States 
to impose a trade embargo on Haiti and to 
freeze Government of Haiti assets. The 
present report is submitted pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c) and discusses Ad- 
ministration actions and expenses directly re- 
lated to the national emergency with respect 
to Haiti declared in Executive Order No. 
12775, as implemented pursuant to that 
order and Executive Order No. 12779. 

3. On March 31, 1992, the Office of For- 
eign Assets Control of the Department of the 
Treasury (“FAC”), after consultation with 
other Federal agencies, issued the Haitian 
Transactions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part 580 
(57 FR 10820, March 31, 1992), to imple- 
ment the prohibitions set forth in Executive 
Orders Nos. 12775 and 12779. 

Prior to the issuance of the final regula- 
tions, FAC issued a number of general li- 
censes to address urgent situations requiring 
an interpretation of U.S. sanctions policy in 
advance of the final regulations. These gen- 
eral licenses provided agency policy regard- 
ing the articles (baggage, personal effects, 
etc.) that could be exported or imported by 
travellers to and from Haiti; the treatment 
of amounts owed to the de facto regime by 
U.S. persons for certain telecommunications 
services; the movement of diplomatic pouch- 
es; the obligation of banks and other financial 
institutions with respect to Government of 
Haiti funds in their possession or control; au- 
thorization of commercial shipments to Haiti 
of medicines and medical supplies; and the 
circumstances under which certain expor- 
tations to, or importations from, the “assem- 
bly sector” in Haiti would be permitted. 
These general licenses have been incor- 
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porated into the Haitian Transactions Regu- 
lations. 

4. The ouster of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
the democratically elected President of Haiti, 
in an illegal coup by elements of the Haitian 
military on September 30, 1991, was imme- 
diately ogediied and vigorously con- 
demned by the OAS. The convening on Sep- 
tember 30 of an emergency meeting of the 
OAS Permanent Council to address this crisis 
reflected an important first use of a mecha- 
nism approved at the 1991 OAS General As- 
sembly in Santiago, Chile, requiring the OAS 
to respond to a sudden or irregular interrup- 
tion of the functioning of a democratic gov- 
ernment anywhere in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. As an OAS Member State, the Unit- 
ed States has participated actively in OAS 
diplomatic efforts to restore democracy in 
Haiti and has supported fully the OAS reso- 
lutions adopted in response to the crisis, in- 
cluding Resolution MRE/RES. 2/91. 

5. In these initial months of the Haitian 
sanctions program, FAC has made extensive 
use of its authority to specifically license 
transactions with respect to Haiti in an effort 
to mitigate the effects of the sanctions on 
the legitimate Government of Haiti and on 
U.S. firms having established relationships 
with Haiti’s “assembly sector,” and to ensure 
the availability of necessary medicines and 
medical supplies and the undisrupted flow 
of humanitarian donations to Haiti’s poor. 
For example, specific licenses have been is- 
sued (1) permitting expenditures from 
blocked assets for the operations of the legiti- 
mate Government of Haiti, (2) permitting 
U.S. firms wishing to terminate assembly op- 
erations in Haiti to return equipment, ma- 
chinery, and parts and materials inventories 
to the United States and, beginning February 
5, 1992, permitting firms wishing to resume 
assembly operations in Haiti to do so pro- 
vided the prohibition on payments to the de 
facto regime is complied with, and (3) per- 
mitting the continued material support of 
U.S. and international religious, charitable, 
public health, and other humanitarian orga- 
nizations and projects operating in Haiti. 

6. Since the issuance of Executive Order 
No. 12779, FAC has worked closely with the 
U.S. Customs Service to ensure both that 
prohibited imports and exports (including 
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those in which the Government of Haiti has 
an interest) are identified and interdicted 
and that permitted imports and exports move 
to their intended destination without undue 
delay. Violations and suspected violations of 
the embargo are being investigated, and ap- 
propriate enforcement actions will be taken. 

7. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from Oc- 
tober 4, 1991, through April 3, 1992, that 
are directly attributable to the authorities 
conferred by the declaration of a national 
emergency with respect to Haiti are esti- 
mated at $323,000, most of which represent 
wage and salary costs for Federal personnel. 
Personnel costs were largely centered in the 
Department of the Treasury (particularly in 
FAC, the U.S. Customs Service, and the Of- 
fice of the General Counsel), the Depart- 
ment of State, the Department of Com- 
merce, and the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York. 

8. The assault on Haiti’s democracy rep- 
resented by the military's forced exile of 
President Aristide continues to pose an un- 
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. The United States remains 
committed to a multilateral resolution of this 
crisis through its actions implementing the 
resolutions of the OAS with respect to Haiti. 
I shall continue to exercise the powers at my 
disposal to apply economic sanctions against 
Haiti as long as these measures are appro- 
priate, and will continue to report periodi- 
cally to the Congress on significant develop- 
ments pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1703(c). 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 7, 1992. 


Message to the Congress Reporting 
on Panamanian Government Assets 
Held by the United States 


April 7, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

1. I hereby report to the Congress on de- 
velopments since the last Presidential report 
on October 3, 1991, concerning the contin- 


Apr. 7 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


ued blocking of Panamanian government as- 
sets. This report is submitted pursuant to sec- 
tion 207(d) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1706(d). 

2. On April 5, 1990, I issued Executive 
Order No. 12710, terminating the national 
emergency declared on April 8, 1988, with 
respect to Panama. While this order termi- 
nated the sanctions imposed pursuant to that 
declaration, the blocking of Panamanian gov- 
ernment assets in the United States was con- 
tinued in order to permit completion of the 
orderly unblocking and transfer of funds that 
I directed on December 20, 1989, and to fos- 
ter the resolution of claims of U.S. creditors 
involving Panama, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 
1706(a). The termination of the national 
emergency did not affect the continuation of 
compliance audits and enforcement actions 
with respect to activities taking place during 
the sanctions period, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 
1622(a). 

3. The Office of Foreign Assets Control 
of the Department of the Treasury (“FAC”) 
has released to the control of the Govern- 
ment of Panama approximately $134 million 
of the approximately $137.3 million that re- 
mained blocked at the time of my last report. 
The amount released represents blocked fi- 
nancial accounts that the Government of 
Panama requested be unblocked. 

Of the approximately $6.1 million remain- 
ing blocked at this time (which includes ap- 
proximately $2.8 million in interest credited 
to the accounts since my last report), some 
$5.5 million is held in escrow by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York at the request 
of the Government of Panama. Additionally, 
approximately $600,000 is held in commer- 
cial bank accounts for which the Government 
of Panama has not requested unblocking. A 
small residual in blocked reserve accounts es- 
tablished under section 565.509 of the Pan- 
amanian Transactions Regulations, 31 CFR 
565.509, remains on the books of U.S. firms 
pending the final reconciliation of accounting 
records involving claims and counterclaims 
between the firms and the Government of 
Panama. 

4. I will continue to report periodically to 
the Congress on the exercise of authorities 
to prohibit transactions involving property in 
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which the Government of Panama has an in- 
terest, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1706(d). 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 7, 1992. 


Statement on United States 
eam of the Former Yugoslav 
Republics 


April 7, 1992 


The United States recognizes Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, Croatia, and Slovenia as sov- 
ereign and independent states and will begin 
immediate consultations to establish full dip- 
lomatic relations. The United States accepts 
the pre-crisis Republic borders as the legiti- 
mate international borders of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, Croatia, and Slovenia. 

We take this step because we are satisfied 
that these states meet the requisite criteria 
for recognition. We acknowledge the peace- 
ful and democratic expression of the will of 
citizens of these states for sovereignty. 

We will continue to work intensively with 
the European Community and its member 
states to resolve expeditiously the outstand- 
ing issues between Greece and the Republic 
of Macedonia, thus enabling the U.S. to rec- 
ognize formally the independence of that Re- 
public as well. The United States will also 
discuss with the Governments of Serbia and 
Montenegro their interest in remaining in a 
common state known as Yugoslavia. 

In light of our decisions on recognition, 
the U.S. will lift economic sanctions from 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, 
and Slovenia. Sanctions were applied to 
Yugoslavia on December 6, 1991. We will 
lift sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro 
contingent on Belgrade’s lifting the economic 
blockades directed against Bosnia- 
Hercegovina and Macedonia. The U.N. arms 
embargo remains in effect. 

It has been U.S. policy throughout the 
Yugoslav crisis to accept any resolution ar- 
rived at peacefully, democratically, and by 
negotiation. The United States strongly sup- 
ports the U.N. peacekeeping plan, as worked 
out by Cyrus Vance, and the full deployment 
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of the U.N. peacekeeping force. We continue 
to support the EC Peace Conference as the 
indispensable forum for the parties to reach 
a peaceful settlement of their dispute and 
to establish the basis for future relations. U.S. 
recognition is without prejudice to any future 
association Yugoslav successor states might 
agree to establish. 

The United States views the demonstrated 
commitment of the emerging states to re- 
spect borders and to protect all Yugoslav na- 
tionalities as an essential element in estab- 
lishing full diplomatic relations. Equally, we 
view such a commitment by Serbia and 
Montenegro as essential to proceed in discus- 
sions on their future status. 

The deployment of the U.N. peacekeeping 
force, the continuation of the EC Peace Con- 
ference, and the process of international rec- 
ognition offer all of the former Yugoslav Re- 
publics an historic opportunity to reject deci- 
sively the tragic violence which has marked 
this crisis. Continued commitment to peace- 
ful dialog should lead toward reconciliation, 
toward integration within Europe, and to- 
ward cordial and productive relations with 
the United States. The United States will 
continue to work to achieve these goals. 


Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Smith on the President’s Meeting 
With President Francesco Cossiga of 
Italy 


April 7, 1992 


Italian President Cossiga today called on 
President Bush to bid farewell in anticipation 
of the end of Cossiga’s 7-year Presidential 
term in July. He and President Bush dis- 
cussed a range of bilateral and international 
issues. President Cossiga also shared his per- 
spectives on the just completed Italian elec- 
tions. Among the other topics discussed were 
GATT, the Atlantic alliance, and Yugoslavia. 
Both Presidents reaffirmed their commit- 
ment to the closest possible cooperation be- 
tween Italy and the United States and to en- 
suring the vitality of the transatlantic partner- 
ship. 
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Nomination of William Dean Hansen 
To Be Chief Financial Officer at the 
Department of Education 


April 7, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William Dean Hansen, of 
Idaho, to be Chief Financial Officer at the 
Department of Education. He would suc- 
ceed John Theodore Sanders. 

Currently Mr. Hansen serves as Acting As- 
sistant Secretary for Management and Budg- 
et at the U.S. Department of Education in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this, he served at 
the U.S. Department of Education as: Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Legislation and Con- 
gressional Affairs, 1991; Acting Deputy 
Under Secretary for Planning, Budget, and 
Evaluation, 1990-91; Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary for Legislation and Congressional Af- 
fairs, 1989-90; senior research associate in 
the Office of the Secretary, 1989; and Dep- 
uty Assistant Secretary for Elementary and 
Secondary Education, 1988. He was Execu- 
tive Assistant for Legislative Affairs in the Of- 
fice of Legislation, 1984-88; and a legislative 
assistant in the Office of Legislation and Pub- 
lic Affairs, 1981-84. 

Mr. Hansen graduated from George 
Mason University (B.S., 1988). He was born 
May 13, 1959, in Pocatello, ID. Mr. Hansen 
is married, has four children, and resides in 
Arlington, VA. 


Statement on Winning Presidential 
Primaries 
April 7, 1992 


Today’s results are another endorsement 
of our proposals for fundamental reform. 
While the Democrats offer only confusion, 
we are earning a mandate to change America 
as we changed the world. 

This is the message I will continue to take 
to the American people. We must have 
schools where students can learn. We must 
restore reason to our legal system. Quality 
health care should be available to all. A pro- 
ductive America must be free to compete in 
world markets. And finally, a Congress frozen 
in gridlock must be made to work. 
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Exchange With Reporters While 
Viewing the Cherry Blossoms at the 
Tidal Basin 


April 8, 1992 


The President. Look, we're out here to 
enjoy the flowers, thank you very much. We 
don’t discuss those kinds of things anyway. 

Q. Good morning. 

Mrs. Bush. Good morning. 

The President. Good morning, every- 
body. Bright and early. Wait until the sun 
comes up. 

Q. And then you'll tell us about that sat- 
ellite and Arafat? 

The President. The satellite. 

Q. Are you going to buy our breakfast? 
I know a good bagel factory. 

The President. Enjoy. Careful, careful, 
don’t fall in. 

Q. Don’t fall down. 

The President. This is beautiful. Isn’t this 
beautiful? It’s a little early. We're trying to 
avoid holding people up in the traffic. 

Q. Did you see that Tsongas is back in 
the race? 

The President. We're not commenting on 
the Democratic—all three of them are 
Democrats. 

Q. What do you think about your 
latest 

The President. Outstanding. Excellent. 

Q. Mr. President, you could see the colors 
better in the daytime. 

The President. | know it, but you get 

Q. Brilliant. 

The President. It will be daylight at 6:20 
a.m., but we just wanted to get out here be- 
fore we held up too much traffic. As I speak 
the sun is starting to rise somewhere. 

Q. You think you’re going to be running 
against Clinton? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I’m not 
going to comment on the Democratic side. 
I’ve got a good record of not doing that so 
far, and I’m going to stay with it. 

Q. Well, he’s the candidate for change. 

The President. He’s running against me. 
I’m not running against anybody right now. 
Let’s see what they come up with. 

Q. Is this your favorite monument? 

The President. Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International]. 
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Q. You got me up this morning; I’ve got 
to work. Last time I came here was 3 a.m. 
in the morning with Nixon. 

Q. You see things have gotten better. You 
don’t have to come out quite so early. 

Q. Oh, yes. In’71. 

The President. How did he do in the pri- 
mary? [Laughter] 

Q. It was a Vietnam protest. 


Term Limitations 


The President. Helen, this might interest 
you. This might interest you all. Here’s 
Thomas Jefferson’s belief in term limitations. 

Q. My favorite. 

The President. This one. This is Jef- 
ferson’s appeal for term limits. Read care- 
fully, Helen. 

Q. not an advocate. 

The President. “Frequent changes . . . 
laws and institutions must go hand-in-hand 
with the progress of the human mind. As that 
becomes more developed, more enlightened, 
as new discoveries are made, new truth dis- 
covered, and matters of opinions change. . . 
change is certain . . . institutions must ad- 
vance also to keep pace with times.” If I’ve 
ever heard an eloquent plea for term limits, 
that’s it. 

Q. Doesn’t sound like that to me. 

The President. It does to me. “We might 
as well require men to wear—[inaudible]” In 
other words, things don’t change. Congress 
must change. 

Q. I don’t think Bob Michel would like 
that. 

The President. Well, I think he probably 
would. But I really think this is a very impor- 
tant statement here. Let’s see what he says 
over here. 

Q. You're misinterpreting Jefferson. 

The President. No, I’m not. 

Q. You ought to send this statement to 
Peru. 

The President. Perot? 

Q. Peru. 

The President. Oh, sorry, I heard you. 

Q. Perot, right? Is he on your mind? 

The President. No, I think he’s on yours. 

Q. Not at all. 

The President. This is a lovely memorial. 

Q. Do you care one way or the other if 
Perot gets in it, Mr. President? 
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The President. No. 

Q. Tell Strom Thurmond about it. How 
many terms has he had? 

Q. Do you have a favorite memorial? 

Mrs. Bush. This may well be it. It’s a nice 
one. 

The President. This one is? 

Q. You can see this from your balcony. 


U.S. Supreme Court 


Q. Maybe he’s talking about liberal inter- 
pretation of the Constitution vis-a-vis the 
U.S. Supreme Court and its need to interpret 
law in light of ever-changing circumstances? 

The President. That’s exactly what the Su- 
preme Court does. They interpret the Con- 
stitution. They do not legislate from the 
Bench. One of the things I’m most proud 
of is my appointments to the Supreme Court. 
And it’s a good court, and it does not legislate 
from the Bench as much as in the past. And 
that’s good. And maybe that’s what he’s talk- 
ing about. But I don’t see that in that particu- 
lar message there. What I think he’s talking 
about there is change, and we are trying to 
get some change. 

Q. What did you think of the march on 
Sunday? 

The President. The march? 

Q. Yes, the march. 

The President. I think Jefferson would 
have approved of that. Everybody has a right 
to petition his Government, or her Govern- 
ment, Helen; his in the generic sense. 

Q. But where does it fall on your ears? 

The President. Everybody has that right. 


President’s Vacation Plans 


Q. Mr. President, we’ve noticed that 
you've been taking some leisurely weekends. 
Is this, taking the advice of your doctor, as 
much of a vacation as you’re going to—— 

The President. Well, I think probably yes. 
I don’t think we’re going to be able to get 
a 2-week vacation, nor do I feel need of that, 
although I was delighted when the doctor 
recommended it. Took a little pressure off 
so we could get a good long weekend. But 
I feel good. I think the health is strong. This 
weekend was good, and I got a lot of rest 
up there. 

So, I think that I’m more apt to do that 
than I am to try to get a week off in a row, 
something like that. 
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Legislative Agenda 

Q. Are you anxious to return to full- 
fledged campaigning? 

The President. Not particularly. Full- 
term governing, trying to move this Congress 
to do things that I’ve been trying to get done. 
For example, an education program that will 
change education and change it for the bet- 
ter; an anticrime bill that will give support 
for the people in the cities, the people in 
the rural areas that need it. So there’s a lot 
of things we’re still trying to get done with 
Congress. This period gives me time to con- 
centrate on that. I'll keep going. 

I'd like to see this legislation passed that 
will put some limits on liability. If there was 
ever anything people unanimously want in 
this country, it’s to do something about the 
frivolous lawsuits, those that are just running 
up the cost of everything and frivolously driv- 
ing people out of public service, out of help- 
ing their neighbor, out of medical practice. 
And yet it sits there in a Congress unwilling 
to even take it up for a vote. 

So, there’s + ta of things to be doing 
without having to concentrate on the pri- 
maries at this point or the elections at this 
point. And I’m trying very hard to do just 
exactly that. 

Now, we're going to go up and see the 
sun come up and watch the 


Health Care Plan 


Q. You're not even sending health financ- 
ing up? 

The President. We've got a wonderful 
health 

Q. Your health care program stands in 
limbo. 

The President. Well, then blame the Con- 
gress because we’ve got the best health care 
plan there is. And it does not socialize medi- 
cine in this country. It preserves the quality 
of care. It gives health care access to all, and 
it does it without reducing the quality of 
American education. And I just hope the 
Congress will move on it instead of sitting 
there and griping for status quo. 

And that’s it. When I’m talking about 
change that’s what I’m talking about, a whole 
array of issues. And I think the American 
people understand it, and I think as the cam- 
paign gets in focus in the fall they'll under- 
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stand it more clearly. So this is what it is. 
It isn’t about who’s been President for 3 
years, it’s the question of who has the pro- 
gram for change that really will help this 
country. And it’s about time the Congress 
moves on some of these items. And I’ve listed 
three or four here, and there’s plenty more. 

So, that’s what we'll be talking about. I do 
have a period in here where I don’t have 
to concentrate on the primaries, and that’s 
good. Nor will I comment on the primaries 
on the Democratic side. They don’t need me 
getting in fine-tuning it. I hear what they say 
about me. There will be plenty of time to 
respond, do it in a civil way and not take 
questions on who’s up or who’s down in New 
York or anything like that. 

Q. Well, you were kind of scared of 
Buchanan’s threat, weren’t you? Weren’t you 
a little bit frightened about Buchanan? 

Tne President. No. 


President’s Staff 


Q. What do you think about the criticism 
of your Chief of Staff Sam Skinner and this 
alleged disarray? 

The President. | think it’s ridiculous. You 
know and I know that there’s periodic stories 
of this nature. I’ve seen it in every single ad- 
ministration, Democrat and Republican. I 
discount it. I think we’ve got an outstanding 
staff. We've got good coordination between 
the campaign and the staff. And there’s a hia- 
tus in here, as I mentioned, where we can 
be sure the cooperation is the best. So it’s 
coming along, and I don’t 

Q. Is Marlin quitting? 

The President. There’s one of the most 
ridiculous 

Mrs. Bush. What? 

The President. She said, “Is Marlin quit- 
ting?” That is so absurd. It’s just absolutely 
absurd. And you know it. But you have to 
ask the question because somebody beat you 
to a story that’s untrue. [Laughter] So you 
have to ask it, but it’s silly. It’s silly. 

Q. The best defense is offense. I could 
campaign 

The President. Exactly. You're darn right 
you can. 

Mrs. Bush. You can’t see in our bedroom 
window; that’s good news. 
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The President. You can see George sleep- 
ing over there. See, on the far right window. 
That’s my son, George; that’s our son 
George’s room. And when he got the word 
that the Texas Rangers won 4 to nothing at 
5:45 a.m. he went back to sleep for another 
hour and refused to come out to see the cher- 
ry blossoms. That’s my boy for you. 

Q. A chip off the old block. [Laughter] 
President’s Opening Day Pitch 

The President. Yes, rooting for his ball 
team. There’s a beautiful view there. And 
I’ve gotten so many compliments on that first 
pitch, I’m surprised you don’t ask about that. 
A lot of people—I thought there would be 
some criticism. They could visualize the left- 
handed hitter standing there and the pitcher 
on the first pitch saying, outside we away, 
do not bring it in over the strike zone, and 
bring it in a little slower than normal because 
he’s looking for the heat. And so, as one re- 
porter pointed out, you give him the chill 
or the freeze. 

And it was wonderful because it was a 
great comparison with my grandson who had 
to get out there and arrogantly throw it right 
over the middle of the plate fast. So, I’ve 
been surprised at the reaction from the peo- 
ple. It’s very understanding on that pitch. 

Q. That’s why you want to run for reelec- 
tion, so you can throw out the first ball, right? 

The President. Well, I think the American 
people seem to be sensitive. They see what 
the man is trying to do, keep it outside on 
the opening left-handed hitter. [Laughter] 
You notice how the third baseman came in 
on the very first pitch of the leadoff hitter. 
He was in for the bunt. Now, with my pitch, 
nobody could have bunted that thing. 
[Laughter] 

Q. You’re the ultimate outsider. 

The President. I think we can go without 
fouling up the traffic there. 

Q. Breakfast in the mess. We do know a 
good bagel factory. 

Q. How’s the Kennebunkport house? 

Mrs. Bush. We're going to see in a couple 
of weeks. 

Q. Habitable? 

Mrs. Bush. Yes, we'll be up there Easter. 
No furniture, though. 
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The President. Valdez [David Valdez, 
President’s Photographer], can you create a 
original “Valdez” out of this? A man of your 
ability ought to be able to make a real cre- 
ation. I'll send this to my mother. This 
“Valdez” will live in history. 

Q. Are these the campaign photos? 

The President. No. 

Mrs. Bush. Oh, you bet. [Laughter] 

The President. This is an annual event 
for us. It’s very nice. 

Mrs. Bush. Next year we're going to go 
at 5 a.m. 

Q. How long have you been doing this? 

The President. Maybe three, I don’t re- 
member exactly. 

Q. Not as Vice President? 

The President. Well, we didn’t have to 
worry about you in the daytime then. [Laugh- 
ter] This is pretty. 

Mrs. Bush. Beautiful. 

Q. You’re not saying that Vice President 
Quayle has an easier life than you? 

The President. No. I’m just saying it’s a 
little different between what you can do as 
President and what you can do as Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Q. If you’re so much for term limitations, 
why don’t you seek one term? 

The President. Because we're limited to 
two terms. I think that’s about right for a 
President. I didn’t always feel that way either. 

Q. Really? What caused your conversion? 

The President. I think that’s the kind of 
change that Thomas Jefferson is talking 
about. That’s what caused it. 

Q. I didn’t read the same thing in his 
words. [Laughter] 

The President. I did. Let’s go. I think we 
better head on back before the traffic starts 
hitting the bridge. 

Q. Walk. We have to run. 

The President. No, you're right here. 

Here, Ranger, get in. They want you, I 
know. I know everyone wants you in the pic- 
ture. 

Mrs. Bush. Sit down, Millie. 

The President. Big guys in the middle. 
Here, Ranger; here, boy. Sit, sit. Good boy. 
Stay, stay. 

Q. What perks are you giving up, Mr. 
President? 
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The President. He’s like Helen Thomas. 
You tell him to do something, he doesn’t like 
it. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. Giving up any perks? 

The President. Ranger, come here, boy. 
Sic her! [Laughter] 

Q. That’s all right. Ranger’s okay. 

Q. Any comment on the GAO report, Mr. 
President? 

The President. Randall [Randall 
Pinkston, CBS News], nice to see you there. 

You've got to admit the timing was perfect 
on this, right? It’s so beautiful. It really is. 

Q. Did you know it was going to be a per- 
fect day? 

The President. Well, we talked about ei- 
ther today or tomorrow. Here’s the way the 
decisionmaking process works: Barbara got 
home at about 11 p.m., so I made the com- 
mand decision to go either this morning or 
tomorrow morning. So we went this morning. 

Q. The later the better. 

The President. No, we wanted to do it 
so we wouldn’t foul up traffic. But it’s great 
to do. I thought she might be a little tired, 
but she wasn’t, so off we go. We wake up 
at 5 a.m. every morning. Got that? It’s true. 

Q. I believe it. 

The President. It’s true. So it’s routine. 
Good to see you all. Got to go to work. 


Note: The exchange began at 5:55 a.m. dur- 
ing a walk from the White House to the Jef- 
ferson Memorial and back. In his remarks, 
the President referred to H. Ross Perot, busi- 
nessman and prospective Presidential can- 
didate. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of this exchange. 


Remarks Congratulating United 
States Olympic Athletes 


April 8, 1992 


Well, please be seated. Mr. Vice President 
and Marilyn—I’ve been jealous of them ever 
since they got to go to see a little bit of 
Albertville, not as much as they would have 
liked, but we were just delighted they could 
represent our country, albeit briefly, at this 
marvelous event. 
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And may I salute an old friend, Bill Hybl, 
from Colorado, who is the president of the 
U.S. Olympic Committee and who stepped 
into a difficult job and has done a superb 
job for our athletes and for our country. I 
see next to him Oss Day, who was also on 
our delegation that represented us over 
there. Welcome, sir. And may I just salute 
all that are here today, fellow Americans, and 
most of all, the very special athletes who did 
our country so proud. And a special hello 
to another athlete in his own right, a former 
coach of Notre Dame’s Fighting Irish, who 
has just come, as Dizzy Dean would say, from 
“commemertating” on the NCAA basketball 
tournament, Digger Phelps. 

Now, a parenthetical note and one of great 
importance, and I think, benefit to our coun- 
try. Today we’re announcing that Digger 
Phelps will be a Special Assistant to the Di- 
rector at the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy. Next to Digger is Governor Bob Mar- 
tinez, who is doing a superb job heading up 
that Office. And now, Digger will be at his 
side, the side of the Attorney General Bill 
Barr. And he’s joining our efforts to take back 
the streets from crime and drugs, working 
on our new “Weed and Seed” program, 
which is terribly important to every commu- 
nity in our country. Digger, welcome, offi- 
cially, and please stand up. 

Well, I’m so glad to see all of you here 
helping salute the Olympians. And let me say 
that it’s an honor to have this team here, 
though I almost didn’t recognize you all with- 
out the interruptions for commercials. 
[Laughter] 

The Olympics—sorry about that one— 
[laughter|—the Olympics have been de- 
scribed as “going for the gold.” Well, wheth- 
er you took home a gold, silver, bronze, or 
simply just gave it your best, in my book and 
the book of your countrymen, you're all win- 
ners, indeed, heroes. And I think that’s true 
for all Americans, look at it that way. 

A book once proclaimed, “Let us now 
praise famous men.” The 1992 Winter Olym- 
pics praised famous women. And did they 
do it well? I speak of champions like Kristi 
Yamaguchi over here, of Fremont, Califor- 
nia. And I know Kristi’s got her own cereal 
now, but we know she’s the real Special K. 
[Laughter] 
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With us today, of course, is a champion 
whose specialty is speed skating. Bonnie Blair 
was supported in her early days by her home- 
town Champaign, Illinois, fire department. 
Now, after becoming the first American 
woman to take a gold medal in two straight 
Olympics, she’s set the speed skating world 
on fire. Congratulations. 

So did Cathy, Cathy Turner of Rochester, 
whose story even Ripley would disbelieve. A 
briefly retired speed skater, Cathy gave up 
her job as a nightclub singer to return to her 
sport and win the gold in short track, a silver 
in the relay event. And I congratulate her. 
Well done, well done. That brings me to 
other members of what’s been called the 
Golden Girls, people like Donna Weinbrecht 
of New Milford, New Jersey, winning the 
first-ever gold medal in moguls skiing, or Ju- 
neau’s Hilary Lindh, winning the silver in the 
women’s downhill, the first Alaskan athlete 
to win an Olympic medal. Hilary, you've 
made Alaska almost forget about the 
Iditarod. Where are you? 

I think, too, of Diann Roffe, Nancy 
Kerrigan, Amy Peterson, Darcie Dohnal, and 
Nikki Ziegelmeyer, each of them winning 
bronze or silver. And also three-time Olym- 
pian Bonny Warner, who has now traded the 
luge for her new career as an airplane pilot. 
Bonny, you made the entire Olympics friend- 
ly skies for America. Now, where is Bonny? 
Way up high. There she is. 

And then, members of the men’s hockey 
team, of course, have now all spread out, re- 
turned to a variety of careers. And I know 
they'll be as successful as they were at 
Albertville, fourth in the Winter Games, best 
since the Miracle Team of ’80, 1980. Team 
U.S.A. was led by Ray LeBlanc from Fitch- 
burg, Mass., who did a superb job in goal. 
As an expert at taking a lot of shots, I know 
exactly how he felt. [Laughter] We can all 
learn from him. No wonder they call Ray 
“America’s choice,” just as Nelson Car- 
michael, winning a bronze in moguls free- 
style skiing, is the choice of his hometown, 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 

Then, Paul Wylie, a figure skater from 
Somerville, Mass., who won a silver medal 
when some said he was over the hill at age 
27. Don’t worry, Paul. Barbara and I know 
you'll get used to it. [Laughter] Had to rope 
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her in on it. At the end of this year’s games, 
Paul Wylie received the Olympic Spirit 
Award. 

Let me add, that spirit owes much to this 
year’s demonstration sport competitors, the 
men’s curling team of Bud and Tim Somer- 
ville and Bill and Mike Strum, Jeff Hamilton 
in speed skiing, and Lane Spina and Sharon 
Petzold in freestyle ballet skiing, all here 
someplace. Hold up your hands now so we 
can get a little idea. There they are. Wel- 
come, welcome. 

But in the broad and in the truest sense, 
all of you here today mirror America’s Olym- 
pic spirit: the work ethic, the desire to give 
of yourself and of your heart, the love of vic- 
tory and, above all, competition. Each quality 
makes the Olympics great. Each, in turn, 
makes our country great. 

In 1954, Dwight Eisenhower called the 
Olympics the means and methods by which 
some understanding of fairplay and justice 
can be developed among nations. Here is 
what we call it: human beings vying peace- 
fully, athletes asking more of themselves, ex- 
cellence, achievement, the boundless energy 
of the human spirit. 

Each of you showed how the Olympics 
race can ennoble the human race, that co- 
operation and competition can produce a 
better world. And you led the way to Ameri- 
ca’s best showing in the Winter Games since 
1980, 11 medals, the most we’ve won on for- 
eign soil. 

And you pointed the way to Lillehammer 
in 1994. And you gave the world a taste of 
what we'll do when America holds the Sum- 
mer Olympics in Atlanta in July of 1996. 
White House to the world: I can’t wait. And 
I know all Americans agree with me. 

More than two millennia ago, a Greek 
statesman asked, “Which would you rather 
be, a victor in the Olympic Games or the 
announcer of the victor?” Today I am privi- 
leged to be the announcer of you victors, 
Americans who showed what we mean by 
competition, decency, self-reliance, self-dis- 
cipline, proving that the Olympics, like 
America, are truly number one. 

For that I thank you, for coming to the 
White House. We just welcome you once 
again. And may God bless you all, and the 
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Nation that you made so proud, the United 
States of America. Thank you, and welcome. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 


Proclamation 6418—National 
Volunteer Week, 1992 


April 8, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Experiencing the profound sense of satis- 
faction and even joy that comes from helping 
others, millions of Americans are transform- 
ing communities across the country through 
voluntary service. We owe a great deal to 
these Points of Light, and during National 
Volunteer Week we offer a special salute to 
each of them. Their work has brightened the 
lives of countless individuals and dem- 
onstrated the heights that we can achieve as 
a Nation. 

By taking direct and consequential action 
to help solve serious social problems and by 
working to enhance the existing good in their 
communities, volunteers are helping to build 
the kind of America we all seek. These Points 
of Light are helping to build what I call Com- 
munities of Light—places that demonstrate 
a strong commitment to children and to the 
values that foster stable, loving families; that 
contain excellent schools and a culture that 
encourages lifelong learning; and that offer 
every citizen meaningful employment oppor- 
tunities and the hope of economic advance- 
ment. A Community of Light would also 
offer its members decent housing in a safe, 
drug-free, and clean environment, as well as 
access to quality health care. While effective 
government leadership and sustainable eco- 
nomic growth are essential to promoting 
these conditions in any community, we know 
that real progress also requires voluntary ac- 
tion and leadership at the grass-roots level. 

Today volunteers are helping to achieve 
progress in a variety of ways, working either 
on their own or in association with others. 
For example, many volunteers are assisting 
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children and families by providing prenatal 
and infant care, by teaching parenting skills, 
and by offering wholesome extracurricular 
activities for youth. Other volunteers—in- 
cluding thousands of senior citizens—are 
helping to promote excellence in our schools 
by serving as tutors and mentors. Volunteers 
who participate in job training programs are 
helping to open doors to meaningful employ- 
ment opportunities for persons in need, and 
many Americans are improving their com- 
munities by renovating old homes and build- 
ing affordable housing. Volunteers are also 
helping to expand health care options by pro- 
viding transportation, home care services, 
and other forms of support for persons who 
are ill or otherwise incapacitated. 

Although millions of Americans engage in 
voluntary service, making this time-honored 
tradition a leading tool in the fight against 
poverty, drug abuse, and other social prob- 
lems requires committed leadership. Since 
1971, the Federal Government has worked 
to mobilize Americans for volunteer service 
through the ACTION agency. Other exam- 
ples of our Federal commitment to promot- 
ing volunteerism include the Peace Corps, 
the Commission on National and Community 
Service, the Points of Light Foundation, and, 
of course, the Office of National Service here 
at the White House. Yet businesses and labor 
unions, educational and health care institu- 
tions, religious congregations, social clubs, 
and civic groups all have a role to play. These 
organizations and their leaders can develop 
effective, innovative service programs; they 
can replicate what is already working else- 
where; and they can mobilize their members 
for action. By working together and by en- 
couraging more and more Americans to be- 
come Points of Light, we can make any 
neighborhood, town, or city a Community of 
Light. 

Because voluntary service can go such a 
long way toward improving our communities 
and solving problems wherever they exist, 
creating communities of Light must become 
one of America’s priorities for the close of 
this century. During this annual celebration, 
I call on all leaders to include voluntary serv- 
ice to others as part of the mission of their 
institutions, to recognize and support the 
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work of volunteers, and to help transform 
their communities through service. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by vir- 
tue of the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning April 
26, 1992, as National Volunteer Week. I urge 
all Americans to observe this week with ap- 
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi- 
ties in honor of volunteers and in recognition 
of their important contributions to our com- 
munities and country. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:36 a.m., April 9, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on April 10. 


Message to the Congress 
beac the Report of the 
National Endowment for Democracy 


April 8, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 


Pursuant to the provisions of section 
504(h) of Public Law 98-164, as amended 
(22 U.S.C. 4413(i)), I transmit herewith the 
Eighth Annual Report of the National En- 
dowment for Democracy, which covers fiscal 
year 1991. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 8, 1992. 
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Message to the Congress Reporting a 
Budget Rescission 


April 8, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Congressional 
Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I herewith report one rescission pro- 
posal, totaling $145 thousand in budgetary 
resources. 

The proposed rescission affects the De- 
partment of Energy. The details of this re- 
scission proposal are contained in the at- 
tached report. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 8, 1992. 


Statement on Reforming Federal 
Regulation of Natural Gas Pipelines 
April 8, 1992 


I am pleased to announce comprehensive 
action taken today by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission to reform Federal 
regulation of natural gas pipelines. The entire 
natural gas industry plays a critical role in 
the economic and environmental health of 
our Nation. 

These reforms are part of the administra- 
tion’s national energy strategy as well as our 
continuing efforts to remove unnecessary 
regulatory barriers to jobs and economic 
growth. They also build upon prior reforms, 
such as the key legislation I signed in 1989 
abolishing price controls on producers of nat- 
ural gas. 

By reforming Federal regulation of the 
pipelines that transport natural gas, FERC’s 
so-called restructuring rule continues this 
trend away from heavy-handed Government 
regulation. Like the decontrol legislation I 
signed in 1989, FERC’s action today will help 
to create a competitive, nationwide gas mar- 
ket, a market that will provide ample supplies 
of clean-burning natural gas for heating 
homes, running factories, and powering cars 
and trucks. 

I commend Chairman Martin Allday and 
his colleagues on the Commission for their 
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success in bringing reform to this vital Amer- 
ican industry. 


I call upon Congress, particularly the 
House of Representatives, to help us con- 
tinue this reform effort hy quickly enacting 
my national energy strategy legislation. 


Nomination of Kenton Wesley Keith 
To Be United States Ambassador to 
Qatar 

April 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Kenton Wesley Keith, of 
Missouri, to be Ambassador to the State of 
Qatar. He would succeed Mark Gregory 
Hambley. 


Since 1988 Mr. Keith has served as the 
Public Affairs Counselor at the U.S. Embassy 
in Cairo, Egypt. Prior to this, he served as 
a Senior Cultural Affairs Officer at the U.S. 
Embassy in Paris, France, 1985-1988; Dep- 
uty Director of Near East and South Asia 
Area Office for the U.S. Information Agency 
in Washington, DC, 1983-1985; and Deputy 
Public Affairs Officer at the U.S. Embassy 
in Brasilia, Brazil, 1980-1983. From 1977 to 
1980, he served as Special Assistant to the 
Deputy Director of the U.S. Information 
Agency. 

Mr. Keith received a Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree from the University of Kansas. He was 
born November 12, 1939, in Kansas City, 
MO. Mr. Keith served in the U.S. Navy for 


4 years. He is married, has two children, and 
resides in Cairo, Egypt. 


Nomination of Donald K. Petterson 
To Be United States Ambassador to 
Sudan 


April 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Donald K. Petterson, of 
California, to be Ambassador to the Republic 
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of the Sudan. He would succeed James Rich- 
ard Cheek. 


Currently Ambassador Petterson is study- 
ing at the Foreign Service Institute in Arling- 
ton, VA. Prior to this, Ambassador Petterson 
has served as Chargé d’Affaires at the U.S. 
Embassy in Harare, Zimbabwe, 1990-91; Di- 
rector of the Liberia Task Force at the U.S. 
Department of State, 1990; and as Acting 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the 
Bureau of African Affairs, 1990. He served 
as the U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania, 1986— 
89; and the U.S. Ambassador to Somalia, 
1978-82. 


Ambassador Petterson graduated from the 
University of California at Santa Barbara 
(B.A., 1956; M.A., 1960). He was born No- 
vember 17, 1930, in Huntington Park, CA. 
Ambassador Petterson served in the U.S. 
Navy, 1948-52. He is married, has four chil- 
dren, and resides in Washington, DC. 


Nomination of Hume Alexander 
Horan To Be United States 
Ambassador to Cote d’Ivoire 


April 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Hume Alexander Horan, of 
the District of Columbia, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire. He would 
succeed Kenneth L. Brown. 


Currently Mr. Horan serves as the presi- 
dent of the American Foreign Service Asso- 
ciation in Washington, DC. From 1989 to 
1991, he served as Special Assistant to the 
Director General of the Foreign Service at 
the U.S. Department of State. Mr. Horan has 
served as the U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Ara- 
bia, 1987-88; Sudan, 1983-86; Equatorial 
Guinea, 1980-82; and Cameroon, 1980-83. 


Mr. Horan graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege (A.B., 1958) and Harvard University 
(A.M., 1963). He was born August 13, 1934, 
in Washington, DC. Mr. Horan served in the 
U.S. Army, 1954-56. He is married, has three 
children, and resides in Washington, DC. 
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Appointment of Richard F. Phelps as 
— Assistant to the Director of 

e Office of National Drug Control 
Policy 
April 8, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Richard F. “Digger” Phelps as 
Special Assistant to Governor Bob Martinez, 
Director of the Office of National Drug Con- 
trol Policy (ONDCP). In his role as Special 
Assistant, Mr. Phelps will serve as liaison be- 
tween ONDCP and the Department of Jus- 
tice in coordinating the newly expanded Op- 
eration “Weed and Seed” program, a Presi- 
dential initiative focusing on violent crime 
and neighborhood revitalization. This is a 
newly created position. 

For 20 years Mr. Phelps headed the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame basketball program. 
Prior to joining Notre Dame, Mr. Phelps was 
head basketball coach at Fordham University 
for one year. He also served as an assistant 
coach at Rider College and the University 
of Pennsylvania. He has coauthored two 
books, “A Coach’s World” and “Digger 
Phelps and Notre Dame Basketball,” and 
most recently served as a commentator for 
CBS Sports. He serves on the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Commission on National and 
Community Service; the U.S. Postal Service 
Citizen Stamp Advisory Committee; the 
Logan Protective Service Board for the Men- 
tally Retarded and Developmentally Dis- 
abled of South Bend, IN; and as a volunteer 
with the Special Olympics. 

Mr. Phelps graduated from Rider College 
in 1963 ee was awarded an honorary doc- 
torate of the arts degree by his alma mater 
in 1981. He was born July 4, 1941, in Beacon, 
NY. He is married, has three children, and 
resides in South Bend, IN. 


Nomination of Daniel A. Sumner To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture 

April 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Daniel A. Sumner, of North 
Carolina, to be an Assistant Secretary of Agri- 
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culture for Economics and a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, succeeding Bruce L. Gardner. 
Upon appointment as Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, he will be appointed a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Rural Tele- 
phone Bank. 

Currently Dr. Sumner serves as Acting As- 
sistant Secretary for Economics and Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Economics at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture in Washington, 
DC. Prior to this, he served as a professor 
of agricultural economics in the department 
of economics and business at North Carolina 
State University, 1979-90. 

Dr. Sumner graduated from California 
State Polytechnic University (B.S., 1971); 
Michigan State University (M.A., 1973); and 
the University of Chicago (M.A., 1977; 
Ph.D., 1978). He was born December 5, 
1950, in Fairfield, CA. Dr. Sumner has two 
children and resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Nomination of Christian R. Holmes 
IV To Be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency 

April 8, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Christian R. Holmes IV, of 
California, to be Assistant Administrator for 
Administration and Resource Management 
at the Environmental Protection Agency, 
succeeding Charlie L. Grizzle; and Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer for the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency, a new position. 

Currently Mr. Holmes serves as Acting As- 
sistant Administrator in the Office of Admin- 
istration and Resource Management at the 
Environmental Protection Agency in Wash- 
ington, DC. Prior to this, Mr. Holmes served 
as Deputy Assistant Administrator for Fed- 
eral Facilities Enforcement, 1990-91. From 
1989 to 1990, Mr. Holmes served as Principal 
Deputy Assistant Administrator in the Office 
of Solid Waste and Emergency Response at 
the Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, DC. 

Mr. Holmes graduated from Wesleyan 
University (B.A., 1968). He was born Feb- 
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ruary 1, 1946, in Syracuse, NY. Mr. Holmes 
served in the U.S. Army Reserve, 1968-74. 
He is married, has two children, and resides 
in Washington, DC. 


Remarks to the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors 


April 9, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Dave. And 
may I start by thanking the members of the 
board and say to all the members of ASNE 
I’m grateful for this return engagement, glad 
to participate in an annual event that Wash- 
ington looks forward to, this annual con- 
ference. 

Even in the age of VCR’s and CNN, peo- 
ple who want to understand the times we 
live in still, as Dave indicated in that sweet 
and short introduction, turn to the printed 
word. 

And today I want to share some serious 
observations with you on events around the 
world. Look around the world today. Think 
of the page-one stories of the past few years 
and our victory in the cold war, the collapse 
of imperial communism, the liberation of Ku- 
wait. Think of the great revolutions of ’89 
that brought down the Berlin Wall and broke 
the chains of communism and brought a new 
world of freedom to Eastern Europe. And 
think of the role this Nation played in every 
one of these great triumphs, the sacrifices 
we made, the sense of mission that carried 
us through. 

Each day brings new changes, new reali- 
ties, new hopes, new horizons. In the past 
6 months alone we've recognized 18, in 6 
months, 18 brandnew nations. The bulk of 
those nations, of course, are born of one mo- 
mentous event, the collapse of Soviet com- 
munism. 

And today I want to talk to you all about 
the most important foreign policy oppor- 
tunity of our time, an opportunity that will 
affect the security and the future of every 
American, young and old, throughout this en- 
tire decade. The democratic revolutions un- 
derway in Russia, in Armenia, Ukraine, and 
the other new nations of the old Soviet em- 
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pire represent the best hope for real peace 
in my lifetime. 

Shortly after taking office, I outlined a new 
American strategy in response to the changes 
underway in the Soviet Union and East and 
Central Europe. It was to move beyond con- 
tainment, to encourage reform, to always 
support freedom for the captive nations of 
the East. And now, after dramatic revolutions 
in Poland and Hungary and Czechoslovakia, 
revolutions that spread then to Romania and 
Bulgaria and even Albania; after the unifica- 
tion of Germany in NATO; after the demise 
of the one power, the U.S.S.R., that threat- 
ened our way of life, that mission has been 
fulfilled. The cold war is over. The specter 
of nuclear armageddon has receded, and So- 
viet communism has collapsed. And in its 
wake we find ourselves on the threshold of 
a new world of opportunity and peace. 

But with the passing of the cold war, a 
new order has yet to take its place. The op- 
portunities, tremendous; they're great. But 
so, too, are the dangers. And so, we stand 
at history’s hinge point, a new world beckons 
while the ghost of history stands in the shad- 
ows. 

I want to outline today a new mission for 
American policy toward Russia and the other 
new nations of the old U.S.S.R. It’s a mission 
that can advance our economic and security 
interests while upholding the primacy of 
American values, values which, as Lincoln 
said, are the “last, best hope of Earth.” 

Americans have always responded best 
when a new frontier beckoned. And I believe 
that the next frontier for us, and for the gen- 
eration that follows, is to secure a democratic 
peace in Europe and the former U.S.S.R. 
that will ensure a lasting peace for the United 
States of America. 

The democratic peace must be founded 
on twin pillars of political and economic free- 
dom. The success of reform in Russia and 
Ukraine, Armenia and Kazakhstan, Byelarus 
and the Baltics will be the single best guaran- 
tee of our security, our prosperity, and our 
values. 

After the long cold war, this much is clear: 
Democrats in the Kremlin can assure our se- 
curity in a way nuclear missiles never could. 
Much of my administration’s foreign policy 
has been dedicated to winning the cold war 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Apr. 9 


peacefully. And the next 4 years must be 
dedicated to building a democratic peace, 
not simply for those of us who lived through 
the cold war and won it but for generations 
to come. 

From the first moments of the cold war, 
our mission was containment, to use the 
combined resources of the West to check the 
expansion, the expansionist aims of the Soviet 
empire. It’s been my policy as President to 
move beyond containment, to use the power 
of America and the West to end the cold 
war with freedom’s victory. And today, we 
have reached a turning point. We have de- 
feated imperial communism. 

We've not yet won the victory for democ- 
racy, though. This democratic peace will not 
be easily won. The weight of history, 74 years 
of Communist misrule in the former 
U.S.S.R., tells us that democracy and eco- 
nomic freedom will be years in the building. 
America must, therefore, resolve that our 
commitment be equally firm and lasting. 
With this commitment, we have the chance 
to build a very different world, a world built 
on the common values of political and eco- 
nomic freedom between Russia and America, 
between East and West and at long last, a 
peace built on mutual trust, not on mutual 
terror. 

And today, we find ourselves in an almost 
unimaginable world where democrats, not 
Communists, hold power in Moscow and 
Kiev and Yerevan; a new world where a new 
breed of leaders, Boris Yeltsin, Levon Ter- 
Petrosian, Leonid Kravchuk, Askar Akayev, 
among others, are pushing forward to re- 
form. 

They seek to replace the rule of force with 
the rule of law. And they seek, for the first 
time in their countries’ histories, not to im- 

ose rule in the name of the people but to 
Build governments of, by, and for the people. 
And they seek a future of free and open mar- 
kets where economic rights rest in the hands 
of individuals, not on the whims of the 
central planners. They seek partnerships. 
They seek alliances with us. And they also 
seek an end to competition and conflict. Our 
values are their values. And in this time of 
transition, they are reaching out to us. They 
seek our help. And if we’re to act, we must 
see clearly what is at stake. 
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Forty years ago, Americans had the vision 
and the good sense to help defeated enemies 
back to their feet as democracies. Well, what 
a wise investment that proved to be. Those 
we helped became close allies and major 
trading partners. Our choice today, just as 
clear: With our help, Russia, Ukraine, other 
new states can become democratic friends 
and partners. And let me say here, they will 
have our help. 

What difference can this make for Amer- 
ica, you might ask. We can put behind us, 
for good, the nuclear confrontation that has 
held our very civilization hostage for over 
four decades. The threat of a major ground 
war in Western Europe has disappeared with 
the demise of the Warsaw Pact. A democratic 
Russia is the best guarantee against a re- 
newed danger of competition and the threat 
of nuclear rivalry. 

The failure of the democratic experiment 
could bring a dark future, a return to 
authoritarianism or a descent into anarchy. 
In either case, the outcome would threaten 
our peace, our prosperity, and our security 
for years to come. But we should focus not 
on the dangers of failure but on the dividends 
of success. 

First, we can reap a genuine peace divi- 
dend this year and then year after year, in 
the form of permanently reduced defense 
budgets. Already we’ve proposed $50 billion 
worth of defense spending reductions be- 
tween now and 1997. Now, that cut comes 
on top of savings totaling $267 billion, more 
than a quarter of a trillion dollars in projected 
defense expenditures since the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. Make no mistake: I am not going 
to make reckless defense cuts that impair our 
own fundamental national security. 

Second, working with our Russian partners 
and our allies, we can create a new inter- 
national landscape, a landscape where 
emerging threats are contained and undone, 
where we work in concert to confront com- 
mon threats to our environment, where ter- 
rorists find no safe haven, and where genuine 
coalitions of like-minded countries respond 
to dangers and opportunities together. 

And finally, third, the triumph of free gov- 
ernments and free markets in the old Soviet 
Union will mean extensive opportunities for 
global trade and economic growth. A demo- 
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cratic Russia, one dedicated to free market 
economies, will provide an impetus for a 
major increase in global trade and invest- 
ment. The people of the former Soviet Union 
are ole i and highly skilled. They 
seek for their families the same better future 
each of us wishes for our own. And together, 
they form a potentially vast market that 
crosses 11 time zones and comprises nearly 
300 million people. 

No economist can pinpoint the value of 
trade opportunities we hope to have. It’s im- 
possible to compute, but the potential for 
prosperity is great. Increased trade means 
vast new markets for American goods, new 
opportunities for American entrepreneurs, 
new jobs for American workers. And I’m 
committed to giving American business every 
possible opportunity to compete fairly and 
equally in these new markets. 

For example, last week I asked the Con- 
gress to repeal the Stevenson and Byrd 
amendments that limit Export-Import Bank’s 
ability to help promote American exports to 


the former U.S.S.R. And I’m pleased that 


Congress has acted. I’m also seeking to con- 
clude trade, bilateral investment, and tax 
treaties with each of the new Commonwealth 
States. The first agreement between the U.S. 
and Armenia was signed last week, and we 
expect a lot more to follow. 

Russian democracy is in America’s inter- 
est. It’s also in keeping with this Nation’s 
guiding ideals. Across the boundaries of lan- 
guage and culture, across the cold war chasm 
of mistrust, we feel the pull of common val- 
ues. And in the ordeal of long-suffering peo- 
ples of the Soviet empire, we see glimpses 
of this Nation’s past. In their hopes and 
dreams, we see our own. 

This is an article of the America creed: 
Freedom is not the special preserve of one 
nation; it is the birthright of men and women 
everywhere. And we have always dreamed of 
the day democracy and freedom will triumph 
in every corner of the world, in every captive 
nation and closed society. And this may never 
happen in our lifetime, but it can happen 
now for the millions of people who for so 
long suffered under that totalitarian Soviet 
rule. 

Some may say this view of the future is 
a little unrealistic. Let me remind you that 
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three of our leading partners in helping de- 
mocracy succeed in Russia are none other 
than Germany, Japan, and Italy. And if we 
can now bring Russia into the community of 
free nations who share American ideals, we 
will have redeemed hope in a century thai 
has known so much suffering. It is not inevi- 
table, as deTocqueville wrote, that America 
and Russia were destined to struggle for 
global supremacy. DeTocqueville only knew 
a despotic Russia, but we see and can help 
secure a democratic Russia. 

One of America’s greatest achievements in 
this century has been our leadership of a re- 
markable community of nations, the free 
world. This community is democratic; it is 
stable; it’s prosperous, cooperative; it is inde- 
oN In America all of us are the better 
or that. And we have strong allies. We have 
enormous trade, and we are safer as a result 
of our commitment to this free world. And 
now, we must expand this most successful 
of communities to include our former adver- 
saries. 

Now, this is good for America. A world 
that trades with us brings greater prosperity. 
A world that shares our values strengthens 
the peace. This is the world that lies out there 
before us. This is the world that can be 
achieved if we have the vision to reach for 
it. And this is the peace that we must not 
lose. 

And this is what we’re doing right now to 
win this peace. Strategically, we’re moving 
with the Russians to reach historic nuclear 
reductions. We've urged speedy ratification 
of START and CFE. And we’re working with 
all the new States to prevent the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction. We are offering 
our help in safety, in nuclear weapons safety, 
in security, and yes, in the dismantlement. 
And we're engaged in an intensive program 
of military-to-military exchanges to strength- 
en the ties between our two militaries, in- 
deed, to build unprecedented defense co- 
operation, cooperation that would have sim- 
ply been unthinkable a few short months ago. 

Politically, we’re reaching out so America 
and American values will be well represented 
in these new lands. We are the only country 
with embassies in all of the former republics. 
We're planning to bring American houses 
and American expertise to the former 
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U.S.S.R., to send hundreds of Peace Corps 
volunteers to help create small businesses, 
to launch major exchanges of students, pro- 
fessionals, and scientists, so that our people 
can establish the bonds so important to per- 
manent peace. 

Economically, working with the European 
Community and many other countries, we 
organized a global coalition to provide ur- 
gently needed emergency food and medical 
supplies this past winter. And now we will 
send Americans to help promote improve- 
ments in food distribution, energy, defense 
conversion, and democratization. I have sent 
Congress the “FREEDOM Support Act,” a 
comprehensive and integrated legislative 
package that will provide new opportunities 
to support freedom and repeal all cold-war 
legislation. In its key features this bill asks 
Congress to meet my request for $620 mil- 
lion to fund technical assistance projects in 
the former U.S.S.R. It urges Congress to in- 
crease the U.S. quota in the IMF, Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, by $12 billion. 

And I pledge to work with the Congress 
on a bipartisan basis to pass this act. And 
I want to sign this bill into law before my 
June summit with President Yeltsin here in 
Washington, DC. 

Just as the rewards of this new world will 
belong to no one nation, so too the burden 
does not fall to America alone. Together with 
our allies, we’ve developed a $24 billion 
package of financial assistance. Its aim: to 
provide urgently needed support for Presi- 
dent Yeltsin’s reforms. 

And ours is a policy of collective engage- 
ment and shared responsibility. Workin 
with the G—7, the IMF, and the World Bank, 
we are seeking to help promote the economic 
transformation so central to an enduring 
democratic peace. Forty-five years after their 
founding, the Bretton Woods institutions we 
created after World War II are now serving 
their original purpose. By working with oth- 
ers we're sharing the burden responsibly and 
acting in the best interests of the American 
taxpayer. 

I know that broad public support will be 
critical to our effort to get this program 
passed. And so, let me say something to those 
who say, “Yes, the people of Russia, and all 
across the old Soviet empire, are struggling; 
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yes, we want to see them succeed, to join 
the democratic community. But what about 
us? What about the challenges and demands 
we must meet right here in America? Isn’t 
it time we took care of our own?” And to 
them I would say this, “Peace and prosperity 
are in the interest of every American, each 
one of us alive today and all the generations 
that will follow.” 

As a Nation, we spent more than $4 trillion 
to wage and win the cold war. Compared to 
such monumental sacrifice, the costs of pro- 
moting democracy will be a fraction and the 
consequences for our peace and prosperity 
beyond measure. America must take the lead 
in creating this new world of peace. 

Three times this century, America has 
been called on to help construct a lasting 
peace in Europe. Seventy-five years ago this 
month, the United States entered World War 
I to tip the balance against aggression. And 
yet, with the battle won, America withdrew 
across the ocean and the “war to end all 
wars” produced a peace that did not last even 
a generation. Indeed, by the time I was born 
in 1924, the peace was already unraveling. 
Germany’s economic chaos soon led to what, 
to Fascist dictatorship. The seeds of another, 
more terrible war were sown. 

And still, the isolationist impulse remained 
strong. Years later, as the Nazis began their 
march across the Continent, I can still re- 
member the editorials here in the United 
States talking about “Europe’s war,” as if 
America could close itself off, as if we could 
isolate ourselves from the world beyond our 
shores. As a consequence, you know the an- 
swer, we fought the most costly war in the 
history of man. A war that claimed the lives 
of countless millions, at war’s end, once again 
we saw the prospect of a new world on the 
horizon. But the great victory over fascism 
quickly gave way to the grim reality of a new 
Communist threat. 

We are fortunate that our postwar leaders, 
Democrats and Republicans alike, did not 
forget the lessons of the past in building the 
peace of the next four decades. They shaped 
a coalition that kept America engaged, that 
kept the peace through the long twilight 
struggle against Soviet communism. And 
they taught the lesson that we simply must 
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victor is to turn an enemy into a friend. 

And now America faces a third opportunity 
to ang the kind of lasting peace that for 
so long eluded us. At this defining moment, 
I know where I stand. I stand for American 
engagement in support of a democratic 
peace, a peace that can secure for the next 
generation a world free from war, free from 
conflict. 

After a half-century of fear and mistrust, 
America, Russia, and the new nations of the 
former U.S.S.R. must become partners in 
—. After a half-century of cold war and 

arsh words, we must speak and act on com- 
mon values. After a half-century of armed 
and uneasy peace, we must move forward to- 
ward a new world of freedom, cooperation, 
reconciliation, and hope. 

Thank you all very much for inviting me 
here today. And may God bless the free peo- 
ples of the former Soviet empire, and may 
God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you very, very much. 


[At this point, the President answered ques- 
tions from audience members. | 


Persian Gulf 


Q. [Inaudible] 

The President. [Inaudible|—of the Gulf 
area. At that time not only the United States 
but the United States and many of the Gulf 
countries, the GCC countries, felt that the 
major threat to stability in the Gulf was from 
Iran. We did not want an Iran that would 
take over Iraq and then inexorably move 
South. So, there was a real logic for that. 

Shelby [C. Shelby Coffey III, Los Angeles 
Times], I’m not going to, by my silence, ac- 
quiesce in all the charges that the question 
included, but some of this was true. We did 
some business with Iraq, but I just don’t want 
to sign off on each one of the allegations that 
some of these stories have contained. But this 
was our policy. 

And then we saw what Saddam Hussein 
did after this war ended. We tried to bring 
him into the family of nations through com- 
merce, and we failed. And when he reached 
out to crush a neighboring country, we mobi- 
lized the best and most effective coalition, 
I think, that’s been seen in modern times. 
And the objective was to set back aggression. 
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The U.N. resolutions never called for the 
elimination of Saddam Hussein. It never 
called for taking the battle into downtown 
Baghdad. And we have a lot of revisionists 
who opposed me on the war now saying, 
“How come you didn’t go into downtown 
Baghdad and find Saddam Hussein and do 
him in?” 

We put together a coalition. We worked 
effectively with the coalition to fulfill the 
aims of the United Nations resolutions. And 
we fulfilled those aims. We set back aggres- 
sion. And as any one of our respected military 
leaders will tell you, we have all but removed 
the threat of Saddam Hussein to his neigh- 
bors. 

Now, we are still concerned about him. 
There’s no question about that. And I am 
very much concerned, as he goes north of 
the 36th parallel the other day with airplanes, 
as to what that means to the safety of the 
Kurds. I am concerned about the Shiites in 
the south and to the southeast. I was also 
concerned when I saw an Iranian incursion 
of the Iraq borders to go after those Shiites. 
We can’t condone that, as much as we detest 
the regime of Saddam Hussein. 

So we will—do I have regrets, was your 
question? I guess if I had 90-90 hindsight 
and any action that we might have taken be- 
forehand would guarantee that Saddam Hus- 
sein did not move down into Kuwait, which 
he did, I'd certainly rethink our position. But 
I can’t certify that by not helping Iraq in the 
modest way we did, that that would have 
—- that he would stay within his con- 
ines, the confines of his own border. And 
I can’t say to you what would have happened 
in terms of Iran’s aggression. 

We are dealing with the facts as they came 
down the pike. And one of them was that 
he committed an aggression that mobilized 
the whole world against him. And he is going 
to remain isolated as long as I am President. 
He is going to live by those U.N. resolutions, 
and we are going to see that he complies 
with each and every one of them, including 
the most dangerous area of all, the one where 
he is doing things he ought not to be doing 
in terms of missiles and in terms of a nuclear 
capability. 

So we're not going to lighten up on it. I 
think—oh, there’s one other point since 
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you've given me such a wonderful opening, 
Shelby. I read that General Norm 
Schwarzkopf wanted to keep going after I 
stopped the war. I will tell you unequivocally 
that that is simply totally untrue. 

I sat in the Oval Office that fateful day— 
when you remember the turkey shoot along 
the highway going north—and Colin Powell 
came to me, our respected Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, and said, “Mr. President, it’s our 
considered opinion that the war is over. We 
have achieved our objectives, and we should 
stop.” And I said, “Do our commanders in 
the field feel that way?” And he said, “Yes.” 
And I said, “Well, let’s doublecheck.” Some- 
thing to that effect. He walked over to my 
desk—I was sitting on this end near the 
Stewart picture in the Oval Office—picked 
up the secure phone, dialed a number, and 
talked to Norm Schwarzkopf out in the 
desert and said, “What do you think? The 
President has asked me to doublecheck. We 
have achieved our objectives. We ought to 
stop.” We agreed that we would stop at, I 
think it was midnight that night, 100 hours 
after the battle began. 

And now we're caught up in a real peculiar 
election year. And you hear all kinds of peo- 
ple, some of whom supported what I did, 
many of whom oppose it, now going after 
this administration and our military for stop- 
ping too soon. I don’t think that’s right. Am 
I happy Saddam Hussein is still there? Abso- 
lutely not. Am I determined he’s going to 
live with these resolutions? Absolutely. But 
we did the right thing. We did the honorable 
thing. And I have absolutely no regrets about 
that part of it at all. 


Presidential Campaign 


Q. Mr. President, as you know, another 
Texan is thinking about running for President 
in 1992. He'll 8 us tomorrow morn- 
ing. As a matter of fact 

The President. Are you speaking about 
Lloyd Bentsen? [Laughter] 

Q. Let’s say two other Texans. 

The President. Oh, | see. 

Q. Some might even think that Ross Perot 
sounds a little more Texan than you do. My 
question would be, why do you think he’s 
been as successful as he has in the early going 
in gaining support? What impact do you 
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think he might have in the general election, 
particularly his possible ability to carry the 
State of Texas? And finally, do you feel part 
of his appeal is based on his ability to connect 
with the average American who wants to lift 
himself economically? Is he better able to 
do that than you are? 

The President. You know, I’m going to 
give you another question because I am not 
going to do something now I’ve assiduously 
avoided all during the primary, going after 
anybody else, or quantify it in any way that 
might run or is running. And I’m going to 
stay with that ground rule right now. When 
the battle is joined and the conventions are 
over and the nominees are out there, I will 
happily answer your question for you. But 
let him, Ross, make his determination. Let 
him do what the rest of us do, take our case 
to the American people. Let him enjoy the 
same scrutiny that I’ve had for, what, 12 years 
at this relatively high level of Government— 
Vice President and President. 

But there’s no point in me trying to define 
his candidacy nor the candidacy of the 
Democrats that are left in the race on the 
other side. What I’m trying to do, having 
gone into some of these primaries and 
emerged, I think, as the nominee of our 
party, is to lead this country, to talk about 
these serious issues. 

You know, they say to me, as they say, how 
can you be the candidate of change? You’ve 
been in Washington all this time. I say we're 
the ones that are trying to change things, 
whether it’s education, whether it’s tort re- 
form, whether it’s in matters of this nature 
that have to do with life and death and peace 
and war. 

And so I’m going to keep on doing that 
now. And then, when the battle is joined and 
we get past the convention stage, I'll have 
plenty of comment to help you along in as- 
sessing the opposition. But I really am going 
to stay out of it now. And this isn’t a new 
position. Just because I’m standing before a 
lot of editors, I think these traveling White 
House press will tell you that’s the way it’s 
been. 

So, if you want another one that I can an- 
swer, shoot. 
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Abortion 


Q. Let me ask one other one then, Mr. 
President. Abortion certainly continues to be 
one of the hottest issues not only in the Unit- 
ed States but in the Republican Party. Is it 
your preference that the GOP platform in 
1992 stay silent on that issue, come out flatly 
against abortion, or support those abortion 
rights activists who are inside the GOP? 

The President. My position has not 
changed. I am pro-life. And I’m going to stay 
with that position. In terms of the platform, 
we have a platform committee that’s going 
to debate that. You mentioned inside the Re- 
publican Party, take a look at the State of 
Pennsylvania. This isn’t an issue that divides 
just Republicans, this is an issue that divides 
Democrats as well if you look at the laws 
in the books and the position of the Governor 
of that State and other States as well. 

So each of us should say what we feel, fight 
for our views, and then we’ve got a party plat- 
form process that will resolve that. 


Uruguay Round 


Q. Mr. President, you have attended three 
economic summits since taking office in 
which a very high priority was assigned to 
a new world the: agreement under GATT. 
Each time these deadlines have been broken; 
on Easter I think we’re going to have another 
deadline broken. And you just spoke about 
a world in which we would trade with the 
Soviet Union or the former Soviet Union. 
Now can the Soviet Union really survive un- 
less we get a world trade agreement? 

The President. Well, I think they could 
survive, but they would survive much less 
well. And we are going to keep on working 
for a successful conclusion of this Uruguay 
round of GATT. The major stumbling block 
has been agriculture. And we cannot have 
a satisfactory conclusion to the GATT round 
unless agriculture is addressed. That has 
been a particularly difficult problem for 
France and a particularly difficult problem 
for Germany. 

And we, as you know from following this, 
have said we will work with the Dunkel text. 
This is highly technical, but it spells out some 
broad ground rules on agriculture. And we 
still have some problems other than agri- 
culture. 
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I am told that the EC leader, Delors, now 
feels that we are very, very close on agri- 
culture. He’s coming here soon with Cavaco 
Silva of Portugal, and we’re going to be sit- 
ting down in one of each—we have meetings 
twice a year. I will then be talking to him— 
I won't be doing the negotiating—but with 
our top negotiators and try to hammer out 
that agreement. 

We still have some other problems—prop- 
erty rights and, you know, trademarks and 
all this kind of thing. But I am more optimis- 
tic now. I asked Brent the other day, my 
trusted and able National Security Adviser, 
where do each of these deadlines that you 
referred to come from? They keep coming. 
Well, we'd have a deadline, and you're right, 
somebody throws up a deadline and says 
we've got to meet it by February, we've got 
to do it by June. I don’t know where the 
deadline comes from. But I do know that 
it is in the interest of the free world, say noth- 
ing of the now freeing world, the Soviet 
Union, the former Soviet Union, that we 
achieve this agreement. 

And one last point on the trade agreement. 
Far better, far better than a foreign aid pro- 
gram for the emerging democracies of the 
Third World, Africa particularly, is a trade 
agreement. Far better than aid is trade. And 
so we will keep on playing, I think, a very 
constructive role to achieve a conclusion of 
this. 

And parenthetically, we are going to work 
for the North American free trade agree- 
ment. You know, we're in a political year, 
some of you may know, and we're getting 
shot at by various predictable organizations 
on the Mexican agreement. The Mexican 
agreement, in my view, will create jobs in 
the United States, will help the environment. 
A country that’s doing better economically 
can do a lot more for its environment than 
one that is kept down on the ropes because 
we don’t have fair and free trade. 

So we’re going to work to that end to get 
a Mexican agreement along with the Uruguay 
round. And yes, all of that will benefit the 
emerging republics that I’ve been talking 
about here today. But I’m not despairing 
about it. The point is, if we come to some 
new deadline, we’re going to keep on push- 
ing. But right now, it looks like we may have 
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a better chance than we’ve had in the last 
years of negotiation. 
Q. Your office says one more question. 
The President. Do they? Okay. 


Foreign Aid and Trade 


Q. Mr. President, oddly enough part of 
your reply there dealt with my question. 
You’ve given a good vision of our obligations 
to help redeem the emergent nations of the 
former Soviet empire. But I wonder if any- 
one’s paying much attention to our obliga- 
tions to the truly hungry, starving nations of 
the world. Patrick Buchanan wants to do 
away with all foreign aid as part of his, I 
guess, Judeo-Christian tradition platform, 
forgetting the admonition that we bear one 
another’s burdens. Our foreign aid appro- 
priation has been about $18 billion a year. 
Almost half went to Middle East countries. 
And our spending seems to me to be a dis- 
graceful pittance in relation to the hunger 
and the deprivation of the really deprived na- 
tions of the Third World. I wonder if you 
think we should spend more to help the 
countries that have no influence, like Somalia 
and Ethiopia and even Haiti, closer, where 
there are millions of children with swollen 
stomachs crying for aid still. Do you think 
we are spending enough for actual food and 
aid for the hungry countries of the Earth? 

The President. Not included in the fig- 
ures you gave are other activities, such as the 
Peace Corps, such as some agricultural pro- 
grams; a such is clearly the most impor- 
tant—the benefit of trade that you referred 
to in the first part. 

Let me tell you something, it is going to 
be impossible to get anything through the 
Congress this year, in terms of foreign aid, 
beyond what we have suggested. We would 
be unrealistic to think that there might be 
more. I’m not suggesting, though, that the 
answer is to spend more money on it. I think 
the trade initiative is important. I think the 
position that our administration has taken in 
debt forgiveness has been tremendously im- 
portant to many of the emerging democracies 
in Africa and, indeed, in this hemisphere. 

Look at the basket case that was Argentina 
just a while back. And working with us, they 
are now on the move. They've come in, 
they've taken a very constructive approach 
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to their economy. They are in the debt for- 
giveness. We've worked out a deal, they have, 
with the private financial institutions just very 
recently to lower their debt burden. The En- 
terprise for the Americas Initiative and the 
Brady plan are meaningful. And the impover- 
ished people in that country and in other 
countries in our hemisphere are beginning 
to get a little break here. 

So we're in a realistic time. I will continue 
to push for the trade agreements. I will con- 
tinue to do what I can in these debt-reduc- 
tion initiatives. And we'll continue to support 
foreign aid. And I think everybody here who 
writes, understands that that is not nec- 
essarily a popular position in an election year 
or any other time. 

But we are dealing also with a time when 
we must address ourselves, and are trying so 
to do, to our own problems at home. And 
we are operating at enormous deficits in a 
sluggish economy, it isn’t easy. And yet I 
want to not end here because we can take 
a couple more. 

But I’m a little more optimistic on the 
economy. And I was very pleased today when 
the Fed lowered its rates by another quarter. 
That was instantly pretty well eae in the 
market. Far be it for me to mention what 
levels markets should be at. I learned that 
long ago by mistake saying something that 
triggered—I don’t remember how it 
worked—triggered a market reaction. But I 
think the lowering of the rate by the Fed 
is a good thing, and I hope that it will guaran- 
tee that this fledgling recovery that we're see- 
ing will now be a little more robust. 

Q. Mr. President, over here, sir. 

The President. Got you. 


Federal Budget 


Q. The Government’s going in the hole 
about a billion dollars a day right now. And 
what reason can you give the American peo- 
ple for voting for 4 more years of the same 
kind of deficit spending? 

The President. 1 certainly don’t want 
them to vote for 4 more years of deficit 
spending. And I would like to get some 
changes in the United States Congress to 
guarantee against that. I would like to see 
them enact our budget that takes a major 
step towards the containment of an area that 
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is the main area that’s causing the deficit, 
and that is the entitlement area. And what 
are we proposing? We’re proposing that the 
entitlements not grow beyond inflation and 
population growth. That in itself will save lit- 
erally billions, billions, many billions of dol- 
lars. 

So we've got to go forward with a sensible 
budget approach. Right now I’m battling 
against a Congress that wants to knock off 
the one guarantee that the American tax- 
payer has on spending, and that is the caps 
out of the nefarious 1990 budget agreement, 
the caps on discretionary spending. We're 

etting into an election year so we're trying 
to hold the line on those caps. And I’m deter- 
mined to do it, and I shirk we will prevail. 

But what I'll be doing is taking my case 
to the American people and say, yes, we've 
had some tough things. We’ve had banking 
problems that have cost the taxpayer enor- 
mously. We've had savings and loan prob- 
lems that have cost the —— enormously 
as we protect every single depositor. But 
we've got to try to exert some fiscal discipline 
on the system. And I'll be ready for the de- 
bate that will follow come fall because I think 
we’re on the right track with what I’ve just 
told you here. 

Dave says I’m out of here. We'll do one 
more, and then I’m gone. 

Q. It’s your staff, Mr. President, who says 
you're out of here. You can stay as long as 
you want. 

The President. 1 don’t want to be in trou- 
ble with them. [Laughter] Let’s see what 
we've got here. 

Q. Mr. President, as you've astutely noted 
for us today, we are in an election year. 

The President. Thank you. [Laughter] 


Campaign Advertisements 


Q. And in 7 months, much to the chagrin 
of this group, many Americans will be decid- 
ing their vote on the basis of television adver- 
tising. In 1988, many voters, most of us, were 
bombarded with what we would probably 
consider very negative television advertising 
that attacked the reputation of your oppo- 
nent and seemed to pander to some of the 
fears of our society. I guess my question to 
you as you look into this election year, do 
you plan to direct, encourage, or discourage 
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your consultants from pursuing a similar neg- 
ative ad campaign in 1992? 

The President. Well, you asked me at a 
time when this is in the heightened attention 
of the American people, isn’t it? I look across 
at the Democratic primary, and anything that 
happened in 1988 is pale in comparison to 
what’s going on there. We’ve tried to have 
most of ours positive. 

You may recall an ad we ran in Michigan 
that triggered the famous line I used at the 
Gridiron Club, “Ich bin ein Mercedes 
owner.” [Laughter] But that is a negative ad. 
Now, I don’t know whether you consider that 
a tumoff or not, but just by the genesis of 
that ad came about that the opponent in this 
case was talking about protection and jobs 
and American jobs and American workers 
and all of this, and he was driving a Mer- 
cedes. Nobody was pointing it out. A lot of 
editors here—and I don’t remember a brutal 
revelation of this terribly important fact. So 
we brought it out. 

Now, I don’t know if you consider that— 
I don’t want to get into a debate since you 
might clearly win it—[laughter|—but is that 
a negative ad or is that fair in the way—every- 
body now that puts on the television at least 
have a thing—and the newspapers, too— 
here’s why the ad was fair or unfair. I can’t 
remember what they said about that one. I 
think when you define a person on issues, 
that’s very, very important. I think some 
would consider it negative. But just seriously 
on that one. Then I can maybe answer your 
question a little better. 

Q. I think what it does is set the tone. 
I guess people maybe care whether the oppo- 
nent drives a Mercedes. But I guess we get 
into discussions of other character issues. I 
think that’s really where the 

The President. Well, as I’ve said, I would 
like to see it on the issues and not on some 
of the sleaze questions. I’ve said that before, 
and I'll keep repeating that. I know that we 
will try hard, but I also know that this is about 
the ugliest political year I’ve ever seen al- 
ready. And I don’t know what it’s going to 
hold, but I will try to keep my head up and 
try to do my job as President, and try to do 
it with a certain sense of decency and honor. 

But we've seen it start off that way in the 
early primaries, and then something else 
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evolved for reasons I’m not quite sure I fully 
understand. But I don’t want to make you 
a firm statement because I don’t know what's 
negative and what’s not these days. If it’s just 
ripping down somebody’s character or tear- 
ing them apart, I don’t want to do that. If 
it’s factual and brings out something that 
hasn’t been brought out, I think that’s fair. 
And so we have to just use your judgment, 
I guess is the answer to that one. 

Well, I guess I really do have to go. but 
thank you all very, very much. I appreciate 
it. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. at 
the J.W. Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to David Lawrence, Jr., president of 
the American Society of Newspaper Editors. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Meeting With President Violeta 
Chamorro of Nicaragua 


April 9, 1992 


President Chamorro. It’s a wonderful 
visit. It always is, but I think we feel even 
more united now than ever. 

President Bush. Well, I think so. 

President Chamorro. We always come to 
the United States feeling at home, just as we 
are awaiting your visit in Nicaragua. 

President Bush. We weren't sure our As- 
sistant Secretary, Bernie Aronson, was going 
to make it. He was down in Peru. He can 
tell us. He can tell us, yes. He’s coming over. 
He’s going to wait for these cameras. 


Noriega Verdict 


Q. Mr. President, your reaction to the 
Noriega verdict? 

President Bush. Noriega was convicted, 
I think, on 8 out of 10 counts. Well, I think 
it’s a major victory against the drug lords. 
We're going to continue the fight against 
drugs in every way possible. But I think it’s 
significant that he was accorded a free and 
fair trial, and he was found guilty. And I hope 
it sends a lesson to drug lords here and 
around the world that they'll pay a price if 
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they continue to poison the lives of our kids 
in this country or anywhere else. And so, in 
my view, the case was a solid case. And I’ve 
not commented on it since it began in the 
court, but now that he has been convicted 
I think it’s proper to say that justice has been 
served. 

Q. Was it worth invading Panama to get 
this verdict? 

President Bush. It was certainly worth 
bringing him to justice. It’s certainly always 
worth it when you protect the lives of Amer- 
ican citizens. And when a part of the result 
of that is democracy in a country it makes 
it doubly worth it. But yes, I’m glad he’s out. 

Q. Are you sorry things are not better for 
the Panamanians these days? 

President Bush. I wish things were better 
for the Americans, for the Panamanians, for 
the Nicaraguans, and for everybody. But 
we're going to continue to work to see that 
that is true. 

Q. Mr. President, are you surprised by the 
verdict, given the fact that it almost ended 
in a mistrial? 

President Bush. No, because I think I’ve 
felt that from what I understood that the case 
was very solid. But I think it’s a good thing, 
and I think the main thing is it sends a mes- 
sage to the drug lords that they are going 
to be brought to justice. And I salute those 
countries that are waging a good fight against 
narcotics in their countries, and many in this 
hemisphere are doing just exactly that. 
British Elections 

Q. Mr. President, have you heard from 
John Major? 

President Bush. No, I haven't. Any exit 
polls? They don’t start—we talked to the —— 

General Scowcroft. They don’t cast any- 
thing about exit polls until the polls close, 
which is 5 p.m. our time. 

President Bush. Ten p.m. their time, yes. 
They stay open late over there. Big British 
election, as you know. 

Okay, you guys, you’re out of here. 


Note: The exchange began at 3:13 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of this exchange. 
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Statement by Deputy Press Secretary 
Smith on the President’s Meeting 
With President Violeta Chamorro of 
Nicaragua 

April 9, 1992 


The President met this afternoon with 
President Violeta Chamorro of Nicaragua. 
President Bush congratulated her on the suc- 
cess of her economic reform program and 
her efforts to bring all Nicaraguans together 
in national reconciliation. The President reit- 
erated his full support for President 
Chamorro’s efforts to strengthen democracy 
in her country. 

President Chamorro thanked the Presi- 
dent for the generous assistance to her coun- 
try from the United States, including sub- 
stantial debt relief. She indicated that Nica- 
ragua is committed to a strong economic sta- 
bilization program that will set the stage for 
economic growth. She also outlined her plans 
for reforming the police and resolving the 
problems surrounding property rights in her 
country. 


Statement on Reform of the Drug 
Approval Process 


April 9, 1992 


I am pleased to announce that, as part of 
the administration’s ongoing efforts to re- 
duce unnecessary regulatory burdens, the 
Food and Drug Administration is today im- 
plementing important reforms to the drug 
approval process. 

The reforms announced today could ulti- 
mately save millions of lives by giving pa- 
tients, including those suffering trom such 
debilitating diseases as cancer, AIDS, and 
Alzheimer’s, earlier access to promising new 
drugs. The reforms will also make American 
pharmaceutical companies more competitive 
by allowing them to cut years off the drug 
development process. 

These are the first steps toward achieving 
the administration’s goal of reducing by 
about 40 percent the average amount of time 
it takes to bring new drugs to market. 

Today’s announcement is the outgrowth of 
an initiative 1 began in 1988 as chairman of 
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President Reagan’s Task Force on Regu- 
latory Relief. I commend the Council on 
Competitiveness and the Department of 
Health and Human Services for bringing this 
initiative to fruition. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting the Annual Report on 
Soviet Noncompliance With Arms 
Control Agreements 


April 9, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Enclosed are classified and unclassified 
copies of the annual Report on Soviet Non- 
compliance with Arms Control Agreements. 

Last year the Soviet Union ended and we 
have every reason to hope that this will lead 
to a new era of compliance with arms control 
agreements. The report I am forwarding cov- 
ers actions taken in 1991 by the former Soviet 
Union, not the newly independent states 
which have nel it. We have already 
seen an improvement in the willingness of 
these new governments to adhere to arms 
control obligations. 

For our part, the United States will con- 
tinue to expect scrupulous compliance with 
all arms control obligations. Such compliance 
is especially important as we build new and 
better relations and as conventional and nu- 
clear forces are dismantled. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and Dan Quayle, President of 
the Senate. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report on Federal 
Advisory Committees 


April 9, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the requirements of 
section 6(c) of the Federal Advisory Commit- 
tee Act, as amended (Public Law 92-463; 5 
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U.S.C. App. 2, sec. 6(c)), I hereby transmit 
the Twentieth Annual Report on Federal Ad- 
visory Committees for fiscal year 1991. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 9, 1992. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting Proposed Legislation 
on Accountability in Government 


April 9, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit today for your 
immediate consideration and enactment the 
“Accountability in Government Act of 1992.” 

The legislation would extend to the Con- 
gress and the White House the relevant por- 
tions of five laws that apply to the private 
sector. The laws in question are the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (minimum wage 
law), the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the dam- 
ages remedy created by the Civil Rights Act 
of 1991. The proposal also makes available 
the remedies currently available to other em- 
ployees for violations of these laws, rather 
than special remedial schemes based entirely 
or in large part on internal congressional 
grievance mechanisms. 

The legislation would also extend to the 
analogous portions of Congress five laws that 
presently apply to various portions of the ex- 
ecutive branch. The laws in question are Title 
VI of the Ethics in Government Act, conflicts 
of interest laws, the Hatch Act, the Freedom 
of Information Act, and the Privacy Act. The 
scope of this proposal has been carefully tai- 
lored to take into account the unique charac- 
teristics of the Congress and its Members. 
Moreover, none of the provisions of this leg- 
islation except those implicating criminal 
penalties calls for executive branch enforce- 
ment. Rather, all are to be enforced either 
by private suit, entities within the General 
Accounting Office (an instrumentality of the 
legislative branch), or both. This legislation 
therefore does not present the constitutional 
separation-of-powers questions that might be 
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presented by general executive branch ad- 
ministration of laws applied to the legislative 
branch. 

I urge the Congress to give this legislation 
prompt and favorable consideration. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
April 9, 1992. 


Nomination of Jerome H. Powell To 
Be an Under Secretary of the 
Treasury 


April 9, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jerome H. Powell, of New 
York, to be an Under Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. He would succeed Robert R. Glauber. 

Currently Mr. Powell serves as Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury for Domestic Fi- 
nance at the U.S. Department of the Treas- 
ury in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
served as senior vice president with Dillon, 
Read & Company, Inc., 1984-90; and as an 
attorney with the firm of Werbel & 
McMillen, 1983-84; and as an attorney with 
the firm of Davis Polk & Wardwell, 1981- 
83. 

Mr. Powell graduated from Princeton Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1975) and Georgetown Univer- 
sity Law Center (J.D., 1979). He was born 
February 4, 1953, in Washington, DC. Mr. 
Powell is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Chevy Chase, MD. 


Nomination of Timothy E. Flanigan 
To Be an Assistant Attorney General 


April 9, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Timothy E. Flanigan, of Vir- 
ginia, to be an Assistant Attorney General in 
the Office of Legal Counsel. He would suc- 
ceed J. Michael Luttig. 

Currently Mr. Flanigan serves as Acting 
Assistant Attorney General in the Office of 
Legal Counsel at the Department of Justice. 
Prior to this, he served as Principal Deputy 
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Assistant Attorney General in the Office of 
Legal Counsel at the Department of Justice, 
1990-91. He served with the law firm of 
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in Wash- 
ington, DC, 1988-90; and the law firm of 
Shearman & Sterling, 1986-88. 

Mr. Flanigan graduated from Brigham 
Young University (B.A., 1976) and the Uni- 
versity of Virginia (J.D., 1981). He was born 
May 16, 1953, in Fort Belvoir, VA. Mr. Flani- 
gan is married, has 12 children, and resides 
in Great Falls, VA. 


Nomination of John Cunningham 
os me To Be an Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury 


April 9, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John Cunningham Dugan, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury for Domestic 
Finance. He would succeed Jerome H. Pow- 
ell. 

Currently Mr. Dugan serves as Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary for Financial Institutions at 
the U.S. Department of Treasury in Wash- 
ington, DC. From 1987 to 1989, Mr. Dugan 
served as Minority General Counsel to the 
Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

Mr. Dugan graduated from the University 
of Michigan (B.A., 1977) and Harvard Law 
School (J.D., 1981). He was born June 3, 
1955, in Washington, DC. Mr. Dugan is mar- 
ried, has one child, and resides in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to a 
Briefing on Welfare Reform 


April 10, 1992 


Welfare Reform 


The President. Photo opportunity here on 
welfare reform. We're delighted to have the 
Governor here—the leadership that he dis- 
plays in reform and welfare. And we are glad 
that this administration is also taking a lead- 
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ership role and making it easier, Tommy, for 
States like yours to innovate and help people 
get off the dependency of welfare. And we 
respect you for what you’re doing, and I’m 
glad that this action we're taking will facilitate 
the implementation of your plan. It'll be a 
good example for the rest of the country. We 
can all learn from that; all the States can learn 
from it. So we’re glad you're here. 

Q. Do you expect to have a Federal plan, 
Mr. President—changes? 

The President. Well, I think the main 
thing here we're doing at this juncture is to 
facilitate innovation by the States. In a sense, 
they’re laboratories, but they're also on the 
firing line. This Governor has been way out 
front in innovation and this Learnfare, 
Workfare, encouraging education to break 
the cycle of dependency. So we will have 
more to say on the Federal role later, but 
the thing for the moment is, speed up the 
relief that’s necessary so these States can put 
into effect the kind of programs they think 
will work. These States aren’t all the same. 
Welfare problems in Milwaukee are quite 
different than those in Juneau, Alaska, for 
example, or in California someplace. So this 
is a good step, and I’m very proud of Gov- 
ernor Thompson for his leadership. 

Q. The Wisconsin plan penalizes women 
who have more than one child out of wed- 
lock. Is that the kind of concept, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that you would support? 

The President. I’m very interested in the 
innovation of the Wisconsin plan. I want to 
see how it works. The Governor can defend 
or criticize any aspect of his own plan he 
wants. The Federal role is to encourage these 
Governors to do exactly what this Governor 
has done. 

Q. Do you endorse that? Is that why you're 
giving—— 

The President. I’m not going into it point 
by point. I’m sure I have great pa 
in him. If he thinks it’s smart, that would 
be very persuasive with me. I can’t say I know 
every detail of his plan. 


British Elections 


Q. Were you pleased with Mr. Major’s vic- 
tory? 

The President. It was substantial, and it 
was wonderful. And I'll have more to say to 
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you all later about that. I plan to meet with 
you a little more formally in something other 
than a photo op. 

Q. Any parallel 

The President. So get your questions 
ready. [Laughter] 

Q. Today? 

Q. Before you leave? Is that when we're 
going to have something? 

The President. No. We'll do something, 
I think, in the press room. 

Q. What time? 

The President. Well, we're working that 
out now. We have a lot to discuss. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:40 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Governor 
Tommy Thompson of Wisconsin and Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services Louis 
Sullivan. 


Statement on Welfare Reform 
April 10, 1992 


Last week in Philadelphia, I called for 
sweeping reform of how Government works. 
Nowhere is this need more apparent than 
in our Nation’s welfare system. Our current 
system allows welfare to be a way of life. We 
must try new ways to get welfare to yield 
to work. 

In our Federal system, States often act as 
laboratories for innovation. Welfare reform 
is an example. I am renewing my call to 
States to come forward with reforms which, 
like Wisconsin’s, replace the assumptions of 
our current welfare system. We need to ex- 
plore new incentives for welfare recipients 
to work and act responsibly in the best inter- 
est of their families. That is what underlies 
Wisconsin’s “Parental and Family Respon- 
sibility Project.” 

I am committed to facilitating welfare re- 
form by accelerating the approval process for 
every State with a worthy proposal that asks 
our help. Today, I am pleased to make good 
on my promise. Wisconsin’s “Parental and 
Family Responsibility Project” has been ap- 
proved 4 weeks after it was submitted. 
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Wisconsin is at the forefront of the welfare 
reform movement. Governor Tommy 
Thompson is a leader in the process of re- 
form that will make welfare work. 


Proclamation 6419—To Extend 
Nondiscriminatory Treatment to the 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 
and the Republic of Hungary 


April 10, 1992 
By the President of the United States 


of America 
A Proclamation 


Pursuant to section 2 of Public Law 102- 
182, 105 Stat. 1233, and having due regard 
for the findings of the Congress in section 
1 of said law, I have determined that title 
IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431- 
2441) should no longer apply to the Czech 
and Slovak Federal Republic or to the Re- 
public of Hungary. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, including but not limited to sec- 
tion 2 of Public Law 102-182, do proclaim 
that: 

(1) Nondiscriminatory treatment (most-fa- 
vored-nation treatment) shall be extended to 
the products of the Czech and Slovak Fed- 
eral Republic and to the products of the Re- 
public of Hungary. 

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama- 
tions and Executive orders inconsistent with 
the provisions of this proclamation are here- 
by superseded to the extent of such inconsist- 
ency. 

(3) The extension of nondiscriminatory 
treatment to the products of the Czech and 
Slovak Federal Republic and the Republic 
of Hungary shall be effective on the date of 
publication of this proclamation in the Fed- 
eral Register. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
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States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:16 p.m., April 10, 1992] 

Note: This proclamation will be published in 
the Federal Register on April 14. 


Nomination of Edward Ernest 
Kubasiewicz To Be an Assistant 
Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks 


April 10, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward’ Ernest 
Kubasiewicz, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks. 
He would succeed James Edward Denny. 

Since 1985, Mr. Kubasiewicz has served 
as Group Director of the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office at the U.S. Department 
of Commerce in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, he served as Patents Programs Adminis- 
trator for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Of- 
fice in Washington, DC, 1983-85. 

Mr. Kubasiewicz graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Detroit (B.S.E.E., 1961) and the 
Washington College of Law (J.D., 1967). He 
was born October 14, 1936, in Hamtramck, 
MI. Mr. Kubasiewicz served in the U.S. 
Army Reserves, 1962-69. He is married, has 
two children, and resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Nomination of Stephen Greene To 
Be Deputy Administrator of the 
Drug E orcement Administration 
April 10, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Stephen Greene, of Mary- 
land, to be Deputy Administrator of Drug 
Enforcement. He would succeed Thomas C. 
Kelly. 

Currently Mr. Greene serves as Acting 
Deputy Administrator at the Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration in Arlington, VA. Prior 
to this, he served at the Drug Enforcement 
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Administration as: Assistant Administrator 
for Operations, 1990-91; Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, 1989-90; and 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Inter- 
national Programs, 1987-89. 

Mr. Greene graduated from the University 
of Maryland (B.S., 1982). He was born Janu- 
ary 5, 1943, in Plattsburg, NY. From 1966 
to 1968, Mr. Greene served in the U.S. Ma- 
rine Corps. He is married and resides in An- 
napolis, MD. 


The President’s News Conference 
April 10, 1992 


The President. We were able to take sev- 
eral steps this week towards my efforts to 
address the challenges facing this country to- 
wards the kind of fundamental reform that 
the people of America want and deserve. 

Last Friday I spoke in Philadelphia about 
critical reforms that will help get the Govern- 
ment reformed and moving. And last night 
I transmitted to Congress the “Accountability 
in Government Act of 1992,” legislation that 
would extend to the Congress and the White 
House relevant portions of laws that now 
apply to the private sector. And it will also 
extend to appropriate portions of Congress 
certain laws that presently apply only: to the 
executive branch. 

This morning I met with Secretary Sullivan 
of HHS and Wisconsin’s Governor Tommy 
Thompson. Twenty-four days ago, Governor 
Thompson requested a Federal waiver to go 
forward with genuine welfare reform. And 
today, I granted the waiver relief that will 
allow Wisconsin to move ahead on its bold 
new strategy to reform that State’s welfare 
system. 

Along with reform of the Government, I'll 
continue to push for the changes necessary 
to fight for American jobs at home by ex- 
panding markets abroad, to better educate 
our children, fighting for America 2000, to 
reform a legal system that is drowning us in 
a sea of litigation, and to provide all Ameri- 
cans with access to quality health care. As 
you know, yesterday the Vice President an- 
nounced regulatory reforms to speed up the 
availability of new drugs for long-term ill- 
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nesses, such as cancer and AIDS and Alz- 
heimer’s. 

Also yesterday I was very pleased to see 
the Fed" s action in lowering the key short- 
term interest rate by a quarter of a point. 
And I applauded the action of the Fed, and 
I believe the economy has been improving 
and that this action should help that improve- 
ment along. 

This has also been a very busy week on 
the international front. My speech yesterday 
described our commitment to a democratic 
peace in the new nations of the old Soviet 
Union. Along with our allies, we are commit- 
ted to assisting the C.I.S. States during this 
time of transition. And we’re pleased with 
the bipartisan support that we have been re- 
ceiving for our plan. Let me say to the Amer- 
ican people: Peace and prosperity are in the 
interest of every American, and democracy 
inside the Kremlin is the best way to assure 
our security in the decades to come. 

I talked this morning with President 
Kravchuk of Ukraine. And we discussed a 
number of issues that I had focused on in 
yesterday's speech, and I reiterated our sup- 
port for Ukraine’s efforts towards economic 
reform and building a lasting democracy. He 
told me that he had had good talks as recently 
as today with President Yeltsin as it related 
to the nuclear question and the fleet question 
and other questions we've been reading 
about. 

] just now concluded a meeting with Prime 
Minister Calfa of Czechoslovakia, had an op- 
portunity to assure him that what we are try- 
ing to do in the C.I.S. in no way diminishes 
our interest in Eastern Europe and in 
Czechoslovakia particularly. 

Also yesterday, Manuel Noriega was found 
guilty of drug-trafficking. The Operation Just 
Cause enabled justice to be served, American 
lives were protected, and it helped Panama 
set out on a new democratic course. Panama 
is on the mend, with encouraging economic 
growth rates, a reduction in drug-trafficking, 
and a new commitment to democracy. 

In Great Britain, John Major won a par- 
liamentary election. I spoke with him earlier 
today, not so long ago, and I look forward 
to a continued close working relationship 
with a good friend and ally. John Major has 
been a key partner in our efforts to encour- 
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age democratic reform in the former Soviet 
Union and to ensure global economic 
growth. I congratulate him on a sterling win. 
And I will be seeing him and the other G- 
7 leaders in Munich in July. 

Finally, we welcome signs of progress in 
Afghanistan. The U.N. Secretary-General, 
Boutros Ghali, has announced an impartial 
transition that will lead to an interim govern- 
ment. We've long supported a political settle- 
ment in Afghanistan, and we view this nego- 
tiating process as a result of our sustained 
support to end more than a decade of war 
by securing Afghan’s self-determination. 

So we've had a busy week. It’s been a good 
week. Progress, I think, has been made on 
both the domestic and the foreign front. And 
I might say that I do not want to just add 
to this—that on the foreign front we had a 
good visit yesterday with President Violeta 
Chamorro of Nicaragua. And I’ve had talks 
this week with Carlos Andrés Pérez of Ven- 
ezuela, seeing what we can do, working to- 
gether, to address ourselves to other prob- 
lems in this hemisphere. 

So now, on with the questions and, Helen 
[Helen Thomas, United Press International]. 


Health Care 


Q. Mr. President, you got a wake-up call 
from some 36 million people several months 
ago who are peered 5 of health insurance. 
Now we understand that you have ruled out 
any comprehensive health care legislation 
this year because of the compeainanil session 
ending and the fact that you don’t want to 
make any mistakes and you have not pre- 
sented a way to finance it. What does this 
say about your leadership and your really car- 
ing about these people? 

The President. It says we are on the right 
track. The question, if you couldn’t hear it, 
relates to health insurance. We've got a good 
health insurance proposal. We are putting 
the finishing touches to it. And if I had reason 
to believe it would sail through this conten- 
tious Congress, I’d like to see it done. 

The problem we've got is, you have two 
other plans out there; one is, in my view, 
for pure nationalized health care, which I will 
strongly oppose, and the other is this so- 
called “pay or play” that would break what 
remains in the bank. And so we've got to 
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work this through the system. But in the 
meantime, we have a proposal that I think 
is a very good one. It will retain the quality 
of U.S. health care, but it will not nationalize 
or socialize the medical system in this coun- 
try. And we have proposals before the Con- 
gress in my budget right now that would con- 
tain the growth of some of the expenses of 
Medicare and Medicaid. So we'll see how 
that goes as it’s considered by the Congress. 

But if you’re asking me, do I believe a 
health care program, given the political na- 
ture of this year, can get through this year, 
I'd have to agree with many of the Demo- 
cratic leaders that it’s unlikely. 

Q. I’m asking you why you have not pin- 
pointed a way to finance it. 

The President. 1 think we have pin- 
pointed it. And I would refer you to the OMB 
Director. One of the ways to do it would be 
to help by $20 billion by passing our reform 
of liability. And everybody knows the liability 
claims are extravagant, and it raised the cost 
exponentially. And so we've got to do some- 
thing about that. And I also know that our 


budget calls for capping the growth, adding 
for population and new people, of the man- 
dated spending. Therein lies a lot of the fi- 
nancing. So it’s up there, not entirely, I'll 
admit that, but quite a bit of it. 


Social Security 


Q. Mr. President, the House has passed 
a Social Security bill that would double the 
amount of income recipients could earn be- 
fore their benefits are cut back. It’s estimated 
that this will cost about $7 billion over 5 
years. Some Republicans think that this is a 

andering to voters. What’s your view of this 
bill, and would you sign it? 

The President. We've long favored an in- 
crease in the Social Security earnings test. 
And we proposed, Dick Darman reminded 
me, a modest increase in the budget that I 
submitted to the Congress in January. That 
proposal also, though, did meet the terms of 
the Budget Enforcement Act. 

Unfortunately, the House action violates 
the Budget Act and does increase the deficit. 
So the matter is not settled yet in Congress. 
The House has one approach, the Senate an- 
other. And we are going to be working to 
increase the earnings test while also protect- 
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ing the integrity of the Social Security Trust 
Fund and avoiding a massive increase in the 
deficit. And so we are committed to the high- 
er earnings test, but we are also committed 
to trying to hold the line on the deficit. So 
we've got to see, Terry [Terence Hunt, Asso- 
ciated Press], what comes out of the negotia- 
tions between House and Senate on this, 
working for those two ends. 

Q. Well, the Senate bill would do away 
with the earnings test entirely. So that goes 
a lot further than the House 

The President. A lot further. 

Q. Yes. So if you have to choose between 
those two—— 

The President. So we'll have to see what 
we can do, and then I'll make up my mind. 
But we'll be presenting our views with these 
two premises in mind. We'll just have to see 
how it works. 


Domestic Policy Goals 


Q. Mr. President, in a second term, what 
single domestic policy goal would you most 
want to achieve? 

The President. Single goal? Oh, there are 
several goals, and I’ve been spelling them all 
out. I think education reform certainly would 
be right up at the top of that, achieving our 
goals for education by the year 2000. Because 
that would render us much more competitive 
internationally, which gets you over into the 
economic side of things, and it will lift a lot 
of kids out of this impoverished area, the im- 
poverished state they're in, give them an op- 
portunity at the American dream. 

It is awfully hard to single out one area, 
however. I’d like to be also in the same mode 
of trying to be sure this economy keeps mov- 
ing and keeps strong, and you can’t do that 
if we continue to add to the deficit. We’re 
spending too much, and Government's too 
big. So we’re going to try to do something 
about that. But if you had to single out one, 
education covers so many of these fields; and 
our goals, to achieve those goals, cover more 
because I’m talking about—one of them is 
being ready to learn, and that’s Head Start. 
Another one is a place where you can learn; 
that means drug-free schools. So when I talk 
about education, I’m talking about all of 
these things. 
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Q. You've now articulated or begun to ar- 
ticulate a kind of a welter of programs to 
achieve various reforms. Which of those do 
you most want? 

The President. Education, I think would 
be it. 

Q. Well, I’m talking about the newer ones 
you've begun to lay out in the last week. 

The President. Well, I've been talking 
about a bunch of them, but there are so many 
of them. You know, I’m for all of them. I’m 
for reform in the Congress. I’m for reform 
of the crime—I’d like to get our crime bill 
through, which would help enormously with 
civil tranquility. It’s hard to separate them 
out. 

One of the other goals is international 
trade. That means opening other markets 
and concluding successfully the NAFTA 
agreement and the GATT round. I cannot 
single them out for you or put numbers on 
each one. They're all very, very important. 

Reform of the Congress, reform of the sys- 
tem, I think it’s time to take a real hard look. 
And I’m for term limitations, for example. 


I'd like to see Congress much more respon- 
sive. People say, “Hey, how come the Presi- 
dency is limited and nobody else, none of 
the terms of the Congress?” Well, let’s take 
a look at that. 


Peru 


Q. Mr. President, just how concerned are 
you by developments in Peru, and would you 
favor some outside pressure to try to restore 
democracy? 

The President. The answer is, very con- 
cerned. And yes, I’d favor some outside pres- 
sure. And we are looking with interest to the 
OAS meeting that’s coming up next week. 
I’ve been talking to leaders. I mentioned Car- 
los Andrés Pérez, and I did not mention Car- 
los Menem of Argentina to whom I talked 
at length yesterday on this very question. 

We cannot sit by without registering our 
strong disapproval about the aborting of de- 
mocracy in Peru. And so we want it restored. 
And yes, outside pressure will be mobilized, 
and the OAS, and plus maybe a follow-on 
mission from the OAS would be a clear and 
productive step. 

Q. Sir, would you consider sanctions, then, 
as one form? 
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The President. As I say, we’re going to 
be talking to others about that. But yes, we're 
going to, we want to, we considered sanctions 
in our efforts to try to restore democracy to 
Haiti when their process was frustrated; and 
certainly we'd consider. 


Media Coverage 


Q. Sir, we understand that you’re unhappy 
with some of the news coverage you're get- 
ting. You’re unhappy about the stories about 
George W. Bush contacting White House 
aides, Mr. Skinner and others, and urging 
them perhaps to do a better job, to be more 
coordinated. We also understand, however, 
that you’re unhappy yourself with the sup- 
port you’re getting. You’re unhappy with the 
stories about the disarray, but isn’t there 
some disarray? We understand you’re com- 
plaining about disarray yourself. 

The President. No. And I’m not unhappy 
about stories that are true. I read one today 
about my son George that isn’t true. And so 
I’m glad to have that out there. It simply 
is not true. To suggest that Jim Baker and 
I were working to get George up here for 
a week is ridiculous. When George comes 
here, of course he goes to the campaign and 
talks to people here. But this isn’t some man- 
ifestation of dissatisfaction. And if I were dis- 
satisfied, you'd know about it loud and clear. 
I’m happy about it, and I know that many 
have to make a living by making these inside 
stories—inside, day-in, who’s up, who's 
down, who’s winning, who’s losing. And it’s 
ridiculous. 

But the trouble is, nobody cares about it 
out around the country although we thrive 
on it inside the beltway. But John [John 
Cochran, NBC News], you’ve asked about it. 
If you’d tell me the name of the author and 
which story you're referring to, I'll tell you 
whether it’s true or not. If, by chance, you’re 
talking about one that was on the front page 
of the New York Times today, regrettably, 
it was not true. 

Q. Can I just follow up on that? 

The President. You can foilow it. 

Q. Are you saying that Jim Baker is en- 
tirely happy with the way your campaign’s 


being run? 
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The President. I have no idea whether 
he’s entirely happy. What I’m saying is the 
allegations in that story are not true. 

Next question. 

Q. You haven’t discussed this? The two 
of you never discussed this? 

The President. Next question. 

Q. I don’t want to step on my 
colleague’s 

The President. He’s finished. [Laughter] 
Not forever, but just for this followup. Not 
John. 

Q. I may be finished, too. 

The President. Yes. 


Welfare Reform 


Q. Why, sir, why has it taken 3 years for 
you to get interested in welfare reform or 
at least to make it a priority? I had not heard 
you speak of welfare reform until 

The President. We probably should have 
been speaking of it sooner. I think we've 
been encouraging the States to come forward 
with their programs. But it is a matter that’s 
come to a head. It’s a matter where I’ve be- 
come convinced that speeding up the waiver 
process is very important. These waivers, this 
waiver was received from Wisconsin 24 days 
ago. And it’s now been approved in record 
time. 

Q. Is that your idea of leadership, though, 
to simply say the States should go ahead and 
do their thing? 

The President. My idea of leadership is 
to, yes, to have the States be the laboratories 
for innovation. And you see, there’s where 
I differ with some up in the Congress who 
think the only way to do it is to have the 
Federal Government put mandates on the 
States. I am not in favor of mandates. I’m 
in favor of encouraging the States to inno- 
vate, to be creative, whether it’s in education, 
whether it’s in welfare reform. And that has 
been our philosophy since I’ve been Presi- 
dent, and I believe it was President Reagan’s 
philosophy. But do we need to do more in 
encouraging this kind of innovation in wel- 
fare? Yes, and I'll be doing more about it. 

Q. Could you answer the concern about 
the Wisconsin plan that by eliminating the 
increase in benefits when women have more 
children, that in fact this might encourage 
abortions? 
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The President. | haven't heard that alle- 
gation about the Wisconsin plan. My—[in- 
audible|—I’m saying is to let them try it. The 
Wisconsin Legislature has passed a plan. Let 
them try it and see if it works to strengthen 
families and to break the cycle of depend- 
ency on welfare. And we sit here in Washing- 
ton, DC, some with the view that we’ve got 
all the answers back here, particularly in the 
Congress. And that’s not true. So I support 
the Governor in his, and the legislature there, 
Democrat and Republican, in their efforts to 
reform their welfare system. 


Climate of Change 


Q. Mr. President, 47 Members of the 
House have decided to retire, about 8 Sen- 
ators, including your friend in New Hamp- 
shire, Warren Rudman, who said Washington 
has become a place increasingly partisan 
where fundamental issues are not being ad- 
dressed. Many of the things that you talked 
about in your answer to Brit’s [Brit Hume, 
ABC News] questions are goals of the first 
administration that aren't going to get 
through Congress. My question to you is, 
why do you want to be President again? And 
what possibility do you see of changing the 
gridlock that is in Washington today? 

The President. I’m very optimistic about 
change now. Why do I want to be President 
again? I want to enhance world peace and 
democracy around the world. And I want to 
improve the lives of people here at home 
through making our cities safer by doing bet- 
ter in the fight against crime, by a better edu- 
cation program. And I am optimistic about 
getting it through once I take my case in the 
fall to the American people. 

Susan [Susan Spencer, CBS News] asked 
about now—obviously elections bring for- 
ward issues, put them right out there on the 
front burner for much more lively debate 
than even between the Executive and the 
Congress during off years. And so I think 
people want change. They recognize that one 
party has controlled the Congress most of the 
last 55 years; one body of Congress for, I 
think, the last 52, whatever it is. And they 
want fundamental change. And I think I 
know the direction that they want to see 
things change. 
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So I am optimistic. I’m not discouraged 
when the Congress is going through this trau- 
ma up there. I think we can then say, “Now 
look, give us a shot. Bring some of our legisla- 
tion up for a vote.” 

Brit asked me about reform, liability re- 
form. You go to any community in this coun- 
try and ask the doctors or the Little League 
people or people in the community, “What’s 
bothering you?” And they'll tell you, “These 
outrageous lawsuits.” And I haven’t been 
able to get the liability reform legislation 
even considered. So I’m going to take my 
case to the American people, and let the 
Democratic nominee say whether he’s for it 
or not. And if he’s for it, that’ll help encour- 
age the Congress, Democrat or Republican. 
But right now it’s locked in a trial lawyers 
benefit program up there, and we can’t get 
anything done. That’s the good thing about 
the election year. And that’s one of the 
changes I want to see that will make life bet- 
ter for people. And that’s another reason I'd 
like to be here. There’s plenty of reasons. 


Education 


Q. If I could follow up. You wanted to 
be the education President. That was one of 
your campaign themes in your first election. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. That hasn’t happened. In many cases 
throughout the last 3 years, you’ve offered 
the argument, “Give our program a shot.” 
That hasn’t happened. What can you do dif- 
ferently in 4 more years? 

The President. Get more Republicans in 
there and more sensible Democrats that will 
vote for what we want. And I'll beg to differ 
with you, a lot has happened in education. 
For the first time we have national education 
goals, arrived at in a bipartisan or nonpartisan 
fashion. That is good. That is progress. And 
we're making progress out in the commu- 
nities where we don’t need legislation. I will 
differ with you on your question. There are 
43 States that have become America 2000 
States, where they embrace not only the 
goals of our program but have started imple- 
menting it where you don’t need legislation 
from Washington to do it. Now that is 
— in education. And we’re going to 

eep on until we get a much better educated 
populace. 
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Q. Does that mean you feel you have to 
work around Congress now? 

The President. It means I’ve got to get 
some changes in Congress. That’s why I’m 
talking about change. But, for the people that 
aren't in the Congress, we're making some 
real progress under Democratic Governors, 
Republican Governors, communities. Take a 
look at what is happening out there, and 
please don’t judge it all just by the turmoil 
in Washington on the Hill. 

Q. Mr. President, I’m sure you know the 
computer term “garbage in, garbage out.” 
You have suggested more testing of Ameri- 
ca’s schoolchildren, testing the product com- 
ing out. Would you, like Governor Clinton, 
support testing the teaching force? 

The President. I don’t know anything 
about that one, but I'd certainly be open to 
consider it. Governor Clinton has supported 
the America 2000 objectives. Testing teach- 
ers isn’t a part of it, but 

Q. Well, it was in Arkansas, sir. It was in 
an education bill in Arkansas. 

The President. | didn’t realize that. 

Q. And you might see that as 
something: 

The President. Well, I'll take a look at 
it. I’ll talk to Lamar Alexander, our Secretary 
of Education. It’s not one of our six education 
goals worked out in a bipartisan fashion with 
the Governors, but we'll take a look. 


Media Coverage 


Q. Mr. President, I know you had some 
comments about what your son might or 
might not have done, but there are many 
people who are very loyal to you in this White 
House who feel that you’re not getting the 
best break in organization and structure and 
that there’s a lot of planning going on and 
not a whole lot of action. I wonder if you 
feel that way: 

The President. No. 

Q. and why there is such a commu- 
nication gap that they are worried for you. 

The President. I don’t know who they are. 
If you sometimes would write a story and 
put a name next to the source, it would help 
me answer a question like that. But most of 
the time, Frank [Frank Murray, Washington 
Times], what I see is that the stories say “a 
high-ranking Washington official,” “an in- 
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sider in the administration,” “a man known 
to be loyal to President Bush who doesn’t 
do this or that.” And you can’t help me an- 
swer some of the charges that John asked 
about or that you’ve asked about. 

But my answer is, if I were unhappy about 
it, you’d know about it. I think our new team 
is doing a good job. But every day, I pick 
up the paper and read it, telling the Amer- 
ican people how they think I feel about 
something. I wish you could help me with 
putting a name next to the sources in a few 
more of your stories. I don’t want to go into 
this at every press conference, but you ask 
me to respond to questions, and yet you don’t 
help me by telling me where it’s coming 
from. So look, I am not unhappy about all 
of this. 

Please believe me, what I get upset about 
is when I read something that I know factu- 
ally is not true. That troubles me a little bit. 


Presidential Campaign 


Q. The Democratic race is settling down 
now and you mentioned Governor Clinton 
a few moments ago. At this point, what’s your 


assessment of him? 

The President. I’m not going to assess it 
for you. 

Q. Is he going to be as easy —— 

The President. Give you another ques- 
tion, and I'll tell you what: I am not going 
to comment until I get ready on the opposi- 
tion—the independents, the Republican, or 
the Democrats—until the nominating proc- 
ess is entirely over. 

I think you'll have to concede I’ve been 
reasonably good about that so far. I got a 
question at the newspaper editors yesterday, 
and I said, “Please take another question be- 
cause I am not going to start doing that now, 
which I just don’t feel comfortable doing.” 
I’ve spelled out here what we’re trying to do. 
I’m very mg about some of the progress 
we’re making, and to go off and start kind 
of assessing polls or talking about some oppo- 
nent, we'll have plenty of time for that. 


Perks 


Q. Mr. President, on March 20th you 
made some serious charges about the failings 
of Congress, and you said that congressional 
perks are “part of the hopelessly tangled web 
up there on Capitol Hill.” Could you give 
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us some examples of what you feel are the 
perks that are being abused, and will you tell 
us what perks that you have and your staff 
have that you’re willing to eliminate? 

The President. I think that they're ad- 
dressing that very well, indeed, and I don’t 
see any need to single any out. You saw Dick 
Darman’s testimony. We'll take a hard look 
at the executive branch. Congress is doing 
that with theirs. So I think it’s moving in the 
right direction. 


Budget Deficit 


Q. But Mr. President, over the past 11 
years, with you as Vice President and now 
President, the Federal budget deficit has 
nearly quadrupled. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. How much of that is your responsibil- 
ity? 

“ The President. I don’t know how to evalu- 
ate that. It is difficult. You’ve had things like 
the savings and loan problem, the banking 
problem, and it’s very hard to assign, quantify 
out the blame on these matters. 


Presidential Campaign 


Q. Mr. President, you may not be talking 
about Bill Clinton, but Bill Clinton is talking 
about you. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. And in particular, people in the Clinton 
camp, including Mrs. Clinton, have charged 
that it’s the Republican Party who has engi- 
neered the charges that Governor Clinton 
has had to face on some of the character 
questions. Do you think there is any truth 
to that assertion? 

The President. 1 hope not. | think not, 
and I have made specific instructions in writ- 
ing to our people to stay out of the sleaze 
business. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think these so- 
called character issues are fair game in a 
Presidential race? 

The President. I'd like to stay on the hard 
issues and not on the kind of issues you’re 


talking about. 


U.N. Environmental Conference 


Q. Mr. President, have you made a deci- 
sion yet as to whether to go to Rio to the 
Earth summit? And if not, what will it take? 
What are you waiting for? 
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The President. No, I’ve made no decision. 
We are talking about it. I’m giving a lot of 
attention in various Departments of our Gov- 
ernment, here in the White House and other 
places as well—talking up in New York and 
I’ve talked to some world leaders about it, 
including Collor of Brazil. But no decision 
has been made. 

Q. Wouldn't it be difficult for you, having 
sold yourself as an environmental President, 
not to go meet with so many other world 
leaders who are trying to gather? 

The President. I think it could work out 
either way. I’m sure if I went there, there 
would be some differences. We've got a 
good, sound environmental record. The 
United States has done an awful lot to fight 
against pollution, and I would be proud to 
take that record, not just of what we’ve done 
but of previous administrations, to Rio or 
anywhere else. But what I want to do is see 
if we can’t hammer out consensus so you 
have a meeting that’s viewed as positive in- 
stead of a major harangue down there. 


The Economy 


Q. Mr. President, you were talking earlier 
about things that are bothering people. But 
when we talk to those people about what's 
bothering them, they tend to talk about the 
economy of late. Now, it was one of your 
campaign promises that there would be 30 
million new jobs in the next 8 years. In the 
current recession we've lost 2 million. So 
when do you envision being able to deliver 
on that promise of yours? When do you an- 
ticipate real economic recovery? 

The President. Well, you know, I make 
a mistake last year, and I don’t want to repeat 
it. Last year at this time, I think it was 49 
out of the 50 leading economists felt that the 
economy would be in rather robust recovery 
by the third quarter. It started up and then 
leveled off. And I told the American people 
I thought that’s what would happen. But now 
I’m not going to go into that again because 
I just am uncertain. 

I can tell you that most economists are now 
feeling that we’re in recovery and that it’s 
going to be reasonably good. Not knowing 
exactly what percentages it’s going to be, it’s 
very hard to it down against job creation 
right now. 
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Q. Do you regret having made this prom- 
ise to create 30 million new jobs? 

The President. | regret the fact the econ- 
omy has been so sluggish and so slow. 


Interest Rates 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve mentioned about 
the economy, and you said that you ap- 
plauded the interest rate reduction by the 
Federal Reserve this week. In view of the 
large 0.5 percent increase in inflation during 
March, do you think that future interest rate 
declines should be left to the marketplace 
to create or the Federal Reserve? Or is there 
still room to do more? 

The President. Well, there might be room 
to do more. You've got to take a look at that 
CPI figure. The PPI figure was pretty good 
pasine. or in the last couple of days, the 
Producer Price Index. It was constrained and 
showed that inflation is under control. So I 
wouldn’t take one statistic and try to urge 
the Fed on one course or another. But I think 
the Fed having dropped this rate a quarter, 
it was well received in the markets. I think 
it will be well received across the country. 
And let’s see, and then I’m sure that Chair- 
man Greenspan will be sensitive to further 
action if that’s what’s required. 

Q. But to follow on that, would you be 
urging banks to reduce their prime lendin 
rates or pass on the rates to the poste 

The President. You remember me and 
the credit cards? The lower the rates, the 
better. The lower the rates, the more it stim- 
ulates business and activity and thus jobs. But 
that’s a matter for the marketplace, it seems 
to me. 


Education 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve suggested that 
education is your top goal as President. And 
yet, your own Secretary of Education has 
suggested this week that there really is not 
much difference between your proposals on 
education and those of the Democratic heir 
apparent 

The President. Careful. 

Q.——Mr. Clinton. And my question is, 
how could it be different? What can you offer 
that the Democrats cannot offer on edu- 
cation? 

The President. Well, I’m offering some- 
thing quite different than what the Congress 
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is willing to do. And if, indeed, Governor 
Clinton and I are close on that and the nomi- 
nating process disgorges him as the nominee, 
why, then we'll have common ground to take 
to the American people, so much the better. 
And all Democrats that agree with us on this 
ought to start working on the Congress to 
get them to come forward with the funding 
for our new schools approach and whatever 
else it is. In the meantime, to his credit, Ar- 
kansas has joined the America 2000 program, 
and they're moving forward. 

I'll have to say, Bill Clinton, early on, was 
a part of the Governors’ inside circle that 
helped us adopt the national education goals, 
goals that proudly happened, that I might say 
I take great pride in having seen enacted 
since I’ve been President. 

But look, if there are areas of agreement, 
we ought not to be restless about that. We 
ought to say, “Good, let’s get on with it.” 
And let’s get this program through the Unit- 
ed States Congress and have it implemented 
by the people. 


Environmental Policy 


Q. Mr. President, in following Ann’s [Ann 
McDaniel, Newsweek] question about the 
environment 

The President. I’ve lost it here. Yes, 
Karen [Karen Hosler, Baltimore Sun]. 

Q. Well, we all lose it from time to time. 

The President. True. 

Q. The environment—the Clean Air Act 
is considered one of your primary achieve- 
ments in the domestic front of your first 
term, but it’s something that we don’t hear 
you talking about. You rarely talk about the 
environment at all. When you talk about your 
reform agenda and so forth, we don’t hear 
the word “environment.” I’m wondering, do 
you feel that you’ve done enough in this area, 
or are there no new challenges that you want 
to put before the voters this fall, or is this 
just not as important an issue because people 
are worried about the economy and the cost 
of jobs and so forth? 

The President. I think you’re on to—the 
last point is a valid point. I think what has 
dominated the debate so far in the election 
process has been the economy. In fact, it’s 
almost the only thing that has been discussed 
up until very, very recently. The reason for 
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that is when the American people are hurt- 
ing, when they are discouraged, when the 
economy is slow, people should address 
themselves to that. We have a good environ- 
mental record, and I'll be proud to take it 
to the American people, and we'll see where 
we go. 

We've got some very difficult environ- 
mental problems that we’re facing right now. 
I think of the problems facing the work force 
in the Northwest over the spotted owl. This 
isn’t easy. I think of what’s happening with 
the salmon question out in the western areas, 
and there are some very important environ- 
mental questions. But I am determined to 
see that our environmental record results in 
protection of our national resources as we 
tried to do in the offshore drilling, have done 
in the offshore drilling area, things of that 
nature, and still not throw people out of 
work. 

Every time I say that, I see some of the 
fringe groups in the environmental move- 
ment say I don’t quite get it. Well, they don’t 
tn get it if they are not concerned about 
the working man and the working woman in 
this country. And I will continue to try to 
achieve that balance. 

Q. Mr. President, how can 

The President. Please, Sarah 
McClendon, McClendon News 
You’re third. You're third. 


Federal Budget 


Q. With respect to unemployment and 
jobs, a few days ago your Labor Secretary 
said that you are in favor of extending unem- 
ployment benefits. However, she did not ex- 
plain how you would finance this, nor did 
she attend the hearing yesterday on that 
issue. Could you explain why, if you’re com- 
mitted to extending jobless benefits, you have 
no financing mechanism and why no one 
from the administration attended. 

The President. No, I can’t. I can’t explain 
that, but I know that Dick Darman is working 
with the Congress and others around here. 
I think it’s been put off now until after the 
recess. But we will be addressing it in a time- 
ly fashion. 

Q. And also, there does seem to be a pat- 
tern here with respect to some of your pro- 
posals, whether it’s health care reform, or 


[Sarah 
Service]. 
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even a few moments ago when you men- 
tioned Social Security earnings limits. You do 
say you're in favor of these polls as well as 
extending unemployment benefits, but 
you've never committed yourself to one spe- 
cific financing mechanism. Why is that? 

The President. | think if you look at our 
budget proposal, as I said, it went up there 
with that in it, and the financing is included 
in the overall budget. So I just would respect- 
fully disagree with you. 

Q. Mr. President, a question 

The President. Take a look at the budget 
agreement and see if I’m not correct. I mean, 
the budget that we submitted. 


Iraq 


Q. Let’s switch to foreign policy, sir. What, 
if anything, does the administration 

The President. Foreign policy? 

Q. Yes, sir. What, if anything, does the ad- 
ministration plan to do to put Iraq on notice, 
to warn it or take more stringent actions 
about the movement of those antiaircraft 
missiles, the renewed flying of combat mis- 
sions, and the attacks on the Kurds? 

The President. We are particularly con- 
cerned about Iraq’s flying missions above the 
36th Parallel. We have made clear to Iraq 
that we will be carefully monitoring these 
flights, both above and below the 36th Par- 
allel. We take a very dim view of the deploy- 
ment of any missiles. 

But the bottom line is compliance, not just 
with the U.N. resolution, but with the cease- 
fire provisions. Iraq knows that we would 
take a very, very dim view of blatant vio- 
lations of those. And so without going into 
it in much more detail, I will say that I notice 
that they are now participating in the dis- 
mantlement of one of their suspected nuclear 
facilities, something they said they'd never 
do. And I think that was brought about by 
firmness on the part of the United Nations 
people, Mr. Ekeus and others, and certainly 
on firmness on the part of the United States. 
I don’t want to go beyond that. 

Q. To follow up, sir, after all these months 
since the war, have you come to the conclu- 
sion that your nemesis, Saddam Hussein, is 
definitely there to stay? 

The President. No, I’ve not come to that 
conclusion at all. 
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Q. Why? 

The President. Because I just don’t think 
that a totalitarian of that nature, a man that 
brutalizes his own people, a man that is con- 
tinuing to cause them hardship and that is 
an outcast in that part of the world can sur- 
vive. Take a look at Eastern Europe. Take 
a look at other dictators. They just have a 
way of not being around forever. And I think 
that this will be the case here. 


National Security Funding 


Q. How can you talk about progress being 
made here today when we have a $400 billion 
deficit and a $1 trillion debt and you're 
spending so much money around the world 
on the CIA, selling arms around the world 
and doing covert action and not even giving 
any accounting to the Congress of how many 
billions they spend. How come you let them 
still do that and how do you let the Defense 
Department put all these contracts overseas 
that take our jobs overseas and our tech- 
nology so that we can’t have jobs over here? 
That’s the reason why we're in such a terrible 
economic situation, isn’t it? 

The President. Isn’t what? 

Q. The reason why you're spending bil- 
lions of dollars with the CIA all around the 
world selling arms and doing other things 
that they don’t account for, that we don’t 
know about, secret moves that stir trouble 
in the world. And why do you let the Defense 
Department put these billions and billions 
of dollars of contracts overseas with firms 
over there rather than here? How can you 
expect to get jobs back here if you continue 
to do that? And why do you talk of progress 
when you're still doing something like that 
with all the debt we have? 

The President. Well, Sarah, I don’t blame 
the CIA for the economy. Maybe that’s the 
simplest way to answer your question. 

Q. You don’t, but other people do. 

The President. Well, we'll have to debate 
that with the Democrats in the fall, then, be- 
cause I don’t 

Q. No, I’m not talking about that. But why 
do you justify this when people in this coun- 
try are hungry and need clothes and need 
food and children go hungry every night— 


spending those billions of dollars overseas? 
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Do we need to do that? I don’t believe we 
do, do we? 

The President. Well, we've made a pro- 
posal to reduce defense spending by $50 bil- 
lion. And that’s a significant reduction. And 
I am determined to keep—may I please fin- 
ish, Sarah? And I am determined to keep 
the national security of this country foremost 
in mind. Who can tell what’s going to hap- 
pen? We've made tremendous progress to- 
ward world peace. We’ve made tremendous 
progress toward reducing tensions. We are 
the undisputed leader of the world. And 
we've got to bear the responsibilities that go 
with that. 

But we are not spending money in a prof- 
ligate way. I don’t think it hurts to try to help 
guarantee against instability by helping the 
C.1.S., for example, Russia, Ukraine and 
other countries. I think that is in the interest 
of the United States of America. And, of 
course, we've got to try to help at home. And 
spending at home is at an all-time high. And 
you say $1 trillion, yes, that concerns me very 
much. Thank God we have a $5 trillion econ- 
omy, or we'd really be in the soup. 


Welfare Reform 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve always prided 
yourself on your opposition to bigotry. But 
as you may know, some who work in the wel- 
fare field and some Democrats on the Hill 
have charged that you're bringing up this 
issue in an election year in order to play to 
racial divisions in the public. How do you 
respond to that? 

The President. On which issue is that? 

Q. The welfare issue. 

The President. I don’t think there’s any 
validity to that charge at all. All you have 
to do is look at the hopelessness of people 
that have been, you know, third generation 
welfare people and say we've got to help 
these people. It’s a matter of compassion, not 
anger. It’s a matter of trying to help. And 
I think what we did today here with the Gov- 
ernor of Wisconsin, I hope it’s just a mani- 
festation of that. 

I haven’t heard that ugly charge, but I 
don’t know of anybody who is suggesting that 
the welfare system is just great. If the charge 
is that anyone who wants to change the wel- 


Apr. 10 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


fare system is a bigot, I would totally reject 
that. It’s just not right. 

Q. If I could followup, sir, if you are so 
concerned with this issue, why haven’t you 
been closely involved with it for the last 3 
years? 

The President. Well, that was a good 
— And I think the politics drives some 

ings. I think we've tried to move forward 
in terms of helping people in these cities. 
I don’t think we've done absolutely nothing. 
But now we’re moving forward at the request 
of this first State for a waiver to speed it up. 
And 24 days is pretty good. 

My philosophy has always been to have 
flexibility at the State and local level. And 
so we've been encouraging that for a long, 
long time. 

Q. What do you mean when you say poli- 
tics drives some of those things? 

The President. Well, I think, a lot of the 
issues we're talking about—some were asking 
about the environment, some were asking 
about these other issues. They get much 
more clearly in focus every 4 years and then 
you go ahead and try to follow through and 
do something about them. 


Caterpillar Strike 


Q. Mr. President, the Caterpillar Com- 
pany is trying to replace striking workers. 
How do you feel about the issue of replacing 
strikers? 

The President. Well, I feel that I’m in 
favor of collective bargaining. I think every- 
body must live within the law, and if they 
are permitted to do things under the law, 
they should feel that they’re able to go ahead 
under the law. I believe that this matter 
should be resolved between labor and busi- 
ness, and I see no reason at this juncture 
to have the Federal Government in the big 
middle of this. 

Q. So it’s okay if Caterpillar decides to hire 
strikers, then you feel that’s all right? 

The President. 1 think labor should do 
what’s legal, and I think management should 
do what people think are legal here—what 
is legal, not what they think is legal but what 
is legal. And I just feel that free collective 
bargaining under the law is the proper ap- 
proach, not intervention by the Federal Gov- 
ernment the minute a strike takes place. | 
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don’t think it’s good for labor, and I don’t 
think it’s good for business. 

Q. Mr. President, when you came to Con- 

ess back in the sixties, you came out for 
ull disclosure of financial information. You 
have often told us that you try to stand for 
high ethical standards 

The President. A little louder, Jessica 
[Jessica Lee, USA Today], I can’t 


Disclosure of Financial Information 


Q. You've often told us that you try to 
stand for high ethical standards in public 
service, and you came out for full poll sere 
of financial information when you first came 
to W: ashington to represent Houston. I won- 
der if you would now say that you are for 
full disclosure of the financial information on 
what it takes to run the White House, to run 
the Presidency, to do your job as President, 
to travel around on Air Force One, and to 
provide for the ceremonial, political and 
other functions of the Presidency as you con- 
duct them here? 

The President. I do favor full disclosure. 
Next week I'll be disclosing once again my 
full income tax returns. As I'll tell you next 
week I think that’s a little bit of an imposition 
on an American citizen’s privacy, but I think 
this is the 12th year that I will have done 
that, assets and liabilities spelled out, full dis- 
closure. And yes, you're correct. I took a 
leadership role in the 90th Congress, as just 
a freshman there, for more disclosure. And 
I believe that’s what elected people should 
do. I think at the Presidential level it’s got 
to be even fuller, challengers and incum- 
bents. And I think we need full disclosure. 

Now, in terms of Congress’ investigation, 
I hope that we have fully cooperated with 
the various committees of inquiry on disclos- 
ing the costs of running the White House. 
This is the people’s house. It is a magnificent 
house. I don’t know how many people, hun- 
dreds of thousands of people, go through this 
house every year. It’s almost like a museum. 
And much of what goes on there is to show 
the people their house in a good and sensible 
way. 

However, those matters are looked at in 
full detail as our budget goes up from various 
different Departments that it takes to run 
this place. Some of it can be security, various 
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security accounts. Some of it can be the Park 
Service’s accounts. And don’t ask me to say 
all of the accounts under this complicated 
congressional system that look at it. 

But I have asked your people to go to the 
various committees that have jurisdiction and 
to cooperate fully. And that’s what we're try- 
ing to do, Jesse. And we're going to keep 
on trying to do that. 


Presidential Travel 


Q. If I may followup with a specific inci- 
dent, Mr. President. In the budget that you 
submitted in January or February, the state- 
ment is that White House travel, your travel, 
cost the taxpayers $29,000 last year. Now, 
Mr. President, with all the trips that you go 
on 

The President. Twenty-nine thousand 
dollars an hour, isn’t it. 

Q. No, no. 

The President. Oh, Jess, you're wrong. I 
think the Air Force One costs $25,000 an 
hour. 

Q. That was Air Force One. But 

The President. I think when the Congress 
appropriated the money for it, I think it was 
estimated to be $41,000 an hour. Now it’s 
being operated at—for some reason, don’t 
ask me to explain it—at $25,000 an hour, 
which is a tremendous amount of money. So 
it’s not a year, it’s an hour. 

Q. But what your budget said is that you 
spent $29,000 on Presidential travel last year. 
It didn’t deal with Air Force One. There’s 
a category: 

The President. But now: 

Q. there’s a category that talked about 
your travel. And that’s what it said and that 
they give you $100,000 to spend, and you 
only spent $29,000. Can you explain that? 

The President. No, I just can’t possibly 
explain that. 

Q. Do you think that that figure is correct? 

The President. We'll try to get the infor- 
mation for you because we're trying to dis- 
close—and we'll do it to the Congress—— 

Q. Yes. 

Q. It sounds unlikely. 

The President. Yes, it sounds very un- 
likely when it costs $25,000 an hour, that it 
only costs $25,000 a year, $29,000 in a year. 
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Q. And the Congress has asked that ques- 
tion, and they have been unable to get 
The President. Well, the Congress will be 
satisfied. 
the satisfactory response. Are you 
going to tell them what it costs, what your 
travel last year costs? That’s the question. 


The President. We're going to answer 
every question they have to the best of our 
ability, and I think we're going to continue. 
You know, a lot of the cost of Air Force One 
and my travel was considered at the time 
these new airplanes were ordered. And I 
hope that we have prudently lived within 
whatever it was that was budgeted to encom- 
pass that travel. And we’re going to keep on 
trying. 

One thing I think that would be a shame 
is if we got into talks about gardeners and 
perks al calligraphers and lost sight of the 
need for real congressional reform, fun- 
damental reform of the institution that has 
led to the scandals that we've seen all over 
the newspapers. So we will address ourselves 
to this disclosure, some of it, it seems to me, 
to be coming up by Congress that seems a 
little defensive about the problems on Cap- 
itol Hill. But as head of the executive branch, 
we should cooperate with the committees of 
Congress, and I have instructed our people 
to do just that. 


But as I end this press conference, I would 
make this nonobjective note, take this note: 
It seems to me very funny that, all of a sud- 
den, faced with the outrage of the American 

eople, not on cars, not on how much a ham- 
lees costs in the Senate restaurant, but on 
fundamental problems with an institution 
that was manifested in so many ways re- 
cently, the Congress now starts saying well, 
what's it cost to—how many calligraphers do 
you have making out cards for a state dinner 
in the White House? 


And we want to respond to these ques- 
tions, but I want to keep the focus where 
fundamentally it belongs, on the need for 
genuine reform. Reform that is necessary be- 
cause of the laxity of one party control of 
the House of Representatives for, what, 48 
out of the last 52 years, and that’s the thing 
that concerns the American people. They are 
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very concerned about it, and we have made 
suggestions, and I’ve mentioned some of 
them today, that Congress ought to live by 
the same laws they make you and me live 
by. And we've put forward legislation to do 
that. 


I happen to think the time has come for 
term limitations as well. I’d like to see 
changes along the lines suggested by Senator 
Boren, a Democrat, Congressman Lee Ham- 
ilton, a Democrat, in the procedures of the 
Senate and the House. I'd like to see that 
taken care of. 


And so we're talking about fundamental 
change and reform that is clearly needed. 
And some up there, not all the Congressmen, 
because I think some are addressing them- 
selves seriously to reform, and some are say- 
ing, “We'll get them.” They're talking about 
the trip I took to some Timbuktu on a jet. 
“Let’s go find out how many calligraphers 
there, or guys mowing the grass at the White 
House.” And we'll try to respond as fully as 
we can. But let’s keep the sights set on what 
is fundamentally—needs reform and change 
and that’s what’s—the institution needs fun- 
damental change and reform up there. 


Now, with no further ado and with the re- 
gret at having to not answer every question— 
come on—I really do have to go. 


Judy [Judy Smith, Deputy Press Sec- 
retary], now let me say this if they'll turn 
off all cameras and turn off the CNN—you 
guys. In my view, Marlin, who will return 
in great spirits, I might add—[laughter]|—on 
Monday and who, as we all know, has my 
full confidence, has had a stand-in for a cou- 
ple of weeks. And in my view, Judy, to whom 
you have not been altogether kind, although 
she does not complain and has done a superb 
job, and I thank her. And if I don’t do what 
she tells me now, which is to get out of here, 
I’m in serious trouble. Thank you all. And, 


Judy, thank you. Thank you. 


Note: The President’s 126th news conference 
began at 2:38 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. In his remarks, he referred 
to Raulf Ekeus, executive chairman of the 
United Nations Special Commission. 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





April 4 

Joe Sloan, of Louisville, KY 

April 6 

Doris Tate, of Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
April 7 

Patricia Mascolo, of Akron, OH 

April 8 


Volunteers of the Rotary Reader Program, of 
Hilton Head Island, SC 


April 9 


Volunteers of the Wyoming Colony of Delta 
Chi Fraternity, of Laramie, WY 


April 10 
Anne Johnson, of Shreveport, LA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





April 6 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Baltimore, MD, where he attended the 
opening day baseball game at the new Oriole 
Park at Camden Yards. Following the game, 
the President returned to Washington, DC. 


April 7 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
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—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Emerson J. Elliott, of Virginia, to 
be Commissioner of Education Statistics for 
a term expiring June 20, 1995. This is a new 
position. Currently Mr. Elliott serves as Act- 
ing Commissioner of Education Statistics at 
the U.S. Department of Education in Wash- 
ington, DC. 


April 8 

In the morning, the President participated 
in Great American Read-Aloud Day by read- 
ing to students from St. Peter’s School, 
Washington, DC, in the Diplomatic Recep- 
tion Room at the White House. 

Later, the President met with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—Postmaster General Anthony Frank; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a reception for half of the Re- 
publican National Committee Eagles on the 
State Floor in the Residence. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Victor H. Ashe, mayor of Knoxville, 
TN, to be a member of the Advisory Com- 
mission on Intergovernmental Relations for 
a term of 2 years. This is a reappointment. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Jeannine Smith Clark, of the District 
of Columbia, to be a member of the Commis- 
sion of Fine Arts for a term of 4 years. She 
would succeed Pascal Regan. Currently Ms. 
Clark serves as a member of the Board of 
Regents at the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, DC. 

The President has selected the following 
individuals to represent him at the 50th anni- 





640 


versary observance of the fall of Bataan, April 

9, in the Philippines: 

Head of Delegation: 

Ambassador Frank Wisner, of the District of 
Columbia. Currently Ambassador Wisner 
serves as the U.S. Ambassador to the Phil- 
ippines. 

Delegates: 


Paul Blanco, of California. Currently Dr. Blanco 
serves as chairman of the National Organization 
of Filipino-American Republicans. 

William Edwards, of Mississippi. Commander 
Edwards is a World War II veteran and retired 
naval commander. 


April 9 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner; 

—domestic advisers; 

—McDonald’s Capitol Classic all-star high 
school basketball teams; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of Health and Human Serv- 
ices Louis Sullivan and FDA Commis- 
sioner David Kessler. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a reception for the other half 
of the Republican National Committee Ea- 
gles on the State Floor in the Residence. 


April 10 

The President held morning meetings at 

the White House with: 
—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 
—Samuel K. Skinner; 
—State Lieutenant Governors; 
—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 
Later, the President taped a radio address 
for broadcast on April 11. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Prime Minister Marian Calfa of Czecho- 
slovakia. The President and Mrs. Bush then 
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traveled to Camp David, MD, for the week- 
end. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted April 7 


Richard G. Kopf, 

of Nebraska, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of Nebraska, vice Warren K. 
Urbom, retired. 


James S. Mitchell, 
of Nebraska, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of Nebraska (new position). 


Marvin H. Kosters, 

of Virginia, to be Commissioner of Labor Sta- 
tistics, U.S. Department of Labor, for a term 
of 4 years, vice Janet L. Norwood, term ex- 
pired. 


Carl W. Vogt, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the National 
Transportation Safety Board for the term ex- 
piring December 31, 1996, vice James L. 
Kolstad, term expired. 


Carl W. Vogt, 

of Maryland, to be Chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board for a term of 2 
years, vice James L. Kolstad, term expired. 


Brig. Gen. Pat M. Stevens IV, 

U.S. Army, to be a member and President 
of the Mississippi River Commission, vice Ar- 
thur E. Williams. 


Brig. Gen. Albert J. Genetti, Jr., 
U.S. Army, to be a member of the Mississippi 
River Commission, vice Paul Y. Chinen. 
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William Dean Hansen, 

of Idaho, to be Chief Financial Officer, De- 
partment of Education, vice John Theodore 
Sanders, resigned. 


Emerson J. Elliott, 

of Virginia, to be Commissioner of Education 
Statistics, Department of Education, for a 
term expiring June 20, 1995 (new position). 


Submitted April 9 


Irma E. Gonzalez, 

of California, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Southern District of California, vice J. 
Lawrence Irving, resigned. 


Hume Alexander Horan, 

of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Cote d'Ivoire. 


Kenton Wesley Keith, 

of Missouri, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the State of Qatar. 


Donald K. Petterson, 

of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of the Sudan. 


Christian R. Holmes IV, 

of California, to be an Assistant Adminis- 
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy, vice Charles L. Grizzle, resigned. 


Christian R. Holmes IV, 

of California, to be Chief Financial Officer, 
Environmental Protection Agency (new posi- 
tion). 


Daniel A. Sumner, 

of North Carolina, to be an Assistant Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, vice Bruce L. Gardner, 
resigned. 
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Daniel A. Sumner, 

of North Carolina, to be a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, vice Bruce L. Gardner. 


Carol Johnson Johns, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Board 
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni- 
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex- 
piring June 20, 1997 (reappointment). 


Virginia Stanley Douglas, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Institute of 
Building Sciences for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 7, 1993, vice MacDonald G. Becket, 
term expired. 


Norman H. Stahl, 

of New Hampshire, to be U.S. Circuit Judge 
for the First Circuit, vice David H. Souter, 
elevated. 


Joseph A. DiClerico, Jr., 

of New Hampshire, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the District of New Hampshire (new po- 
sition). 


Michael J. Melloy, 
of Iowa, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Iowa, vice David R. 
Hansen, elevated. 


Rudolph T. Randa, 

of Wisconsin, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Wisconsin, vice Rob- 
ert W. Warren, retired. 


Jerome H. Powell, 

of New York, to be an Under Secretary of 
the Treasury, vice Robert R. Glauber, re- 
signed. 


Timothy E. Flanigan, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral, vice J. Michael Luttig. 


John Cunningham Dugan, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 


ant Secretary of the Treasury, vice Jerome 
H. Powell. 
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Withdrawn April 9 


Jerry Ralph Curry, 

of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Fed- 
eral Aviation Administration, vice James Bu- 
chanan Busey IV, which was sent to the Sen- 
ate November 22, 1991. 
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of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
the Digest of Other White House Announce- 
ments. 
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Foreign access to United States ports 
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on Military Aircraft 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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